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THE  SUCCESS  OF  IMPORTUSATE  PRAl'ER. 

The  life  of  the  Patriarch  Jacob  was  marked  by  a  number 
of  peculiarities ;  but  the  most  prominent  one~\vas  affliction. 
Hence,  when  near  the  end  of  his  earthly  course,  he  could,  in 
truth,  tell  Pharaoh,  “  Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years 
of  my  life  been.”* 

While  yet  in  the  morning  of  life,  he  was  obliged  to  secure 
his  own  safety  from  the  sanguinary  resentment  of  his  brother 
Esau,  by  going  to  a  distant  and  unknown  country.  While 
there  he  met  with  new  troubles,  from  the  covetousness  of  his 
uncle  and  father-in-law  ;  and  when,  by  the  command  of  God, 
he  left  Padan-aram,  to  return  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  he 
.seemed  to  be  beset  on  every  side  with  relentless  enemies  and 
insurmountable  difficulties. 

Laban,  so  soon  as  lie  ascertained  Jacob’s  departure,  pursued 
him,  with  unfriendly  designs  against  both  his  person  and  his 
property.  And  when,  by  the  immediate  interposition  of  God, 
this  difference  was  amicably  adjusted,  he  had  new  trials  to 
encounter  with  his  brother  Esau.  Aware  of  his  former  ani* 
mosity,  and  apprehensive  that  it  had  not  been  diminished  by 
an  absence  of  tw'enty  years,  he,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  him, 
sent  before  him  to  his  brother  a  most  respectful  message, 
attended  with  a  short  and  friendly  account  of  his  past  adven^ 
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the  Representatives  of  churches,  of  churches  under  our  own  eye.  Equal  displays  of  ti»e 
too  long  sundered  by  separating  walls,  and  indignation  of  heaven  in  scourging  the  na- 
marking  the  movements  of  each  other  with  tions,  and  of  its  merciful  interposition  in  be- 
the  eye  of  sectarian  jealousy ;  we  are  col-  half  of  the  nations,  have  perhaps,  in  no  for* 
lected,  not  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  or  mer  instance,  been  witnessed  by  one  gene- 
aggrandising  the  denomination  to  which  we  ration  of  men.  We  have  seen  the  torch  of 
respectively  belong,  but  to  compare  our  war  lighted  up  and  blazing  frightfully  in 
views,  and  combine  our  efforts,  for  giving  i  almost  every  part  of  the  earth,  and  we  have 
to  our  common  Saviour,  in  actual  possession,  i  seen  that  torch  as  suddenly  ^d  unexpect* 
the  heathen^  which  are  his  inheritance  by  edly  extinguished.  We  have  seen  the  tern- 
right;  with  united  hands  we  have  taken  the  pest  collecting,  and  darkening  the  whole 
standard  of  the  cross,  and  with  united  hearts  heavens,  and  bursting  forth  to  the  perplexi* 
have  resolved  to  aim  at  rearing  it  in  lands  |  ty  of  the  nations,  and  we  have  seen  the  cloud 
where  the  throne  of  the  arch-usurper  has  almost  instantaneously  evanish.  The  storm 
hitherto  remained  uninvaded,  undisturbed,  is  changed  into  a  cabn.  The  sword  of  war, 
Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  our  holy  and !  seemingly  sated  with  the  blood  of  man,  now 
revered  fathers,  who  have  seen,  in  the  light  I  slumbers  in  its  scabbard ;  and  after  a  long 
of  heavenly  glory,  that  Christians  are  ONE ;  night  of  ignorance,  and  disorder,  and  crime, 
that  they  are  ONE  with  Christ,  and  ought  to  and  misei^',  we  behold  the  dawn  of  a  bright* 
be  ONE  with  each  otlier  in  every  expression  er  day.  And  as  the  personal  advent  of 
of  mutual  affection  and  confidence ;  suppose  Messiah  was  preceded  by  a  general  peace 
that  they  w’ere  present,  within  these  hallow-  upon  the  earth,  we  have  reason  to  hope,  that 
ed  walls,  as  Moses  and  Elias  were  present  the  peace  which  now  prevails  is  the  precur- 
on  Tabor  with  Peter,  and  James,  and  John ;  sor  of  his  spiritual  advent;  of  his  coming  io 
what  would  probably  be  the  theme  of  their  the  universal  spread  of  his  gosp^d,  and  the 
conversation.^  As  the  latter  spake  of  that  more  radiant  manifestations  of  his  glory. 
decease  which  should  be  accomplished  at  Je-  Indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  great  things  have 
rusalem^  the  former  w’ould  probably  speak  been  already  done  for  promoting  his  univer* 
of  the  fulfilment  of  ancient  prophecy ;  that  sal  reign  among  the  nations.  The  Bible  has 
the  period  foretold  by  Isaiah  had  annved,  recently  been  translated  into  various  langua* 
when  the  watchmen  upon  the  walls  of  Zion  ges  in  which  it  was  not  formerly  known. 
should  see  eye  to  eye ;  and  in  speaking  of  it  The  serv'ants  of  the  cross,  who  teach  the  way 
would  probably  unite  in  the  exclamation,  of  salvation^  are  now  reaching  parts  of  this 
behold-,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  globe  where  no  spiritual  pioneer  had  for- 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  And  merly  penetrated,  and  thousands  are  rejoi- 
who  knows  but  the  spirits  of  our  deceased  cing  in  the  love  of  Jesus  on  continents  and 
fathers  are  now  present  .!*  who  knows  but  islands  where  the  inhabitants,  during  the 
they  are  really,  although  invisibly,  hovering  lapse  of  ages,  had  seen  no  ray  of  his  glorj 
in  the  midst  of  us,  exulting  at  the  occasion  nor  heard  the  sound  of  his  fame.  Yes,  the 
of  our  meeting,  and  the  harmony  of  our  de-  Rose  of  Sharon,  that  Rose  of  celestial  ori- 
liberations.  Surely,  if  there  is  a  moment !  gin,  now  flourishes,  regaling  with  its  beauty 
when  the  church  triumphant  appoints  her  and  fragrance  the  senses  of  the  spiritual  be- 
delegation  to  meet  with  the  church  militant, ,  holder,  in  many  places  where  nothing  but 
it  must  be  when  the  latter  are  assembled  to '  the  heath  of  the  wilderness  fomaerly  appear- 
devise  new  schemes  for  advancing  the  glory  j  ed.  Great  things  are  yet  (h>mg  for  diffusing 
of  Jesus,  their  Lord  and  ours.  j  more  generally  over  the  earth  the  sav  our  ol 

The  period  in  which  we  live  is  generally  this  Plant  of  Renovn.  Wherever  we  travel, 
and  justly  denominated  the  period  of  won-  in  our  own  country,  or  in  other  countriesi 
ders. — Events,  awful  and  auspicious  in  the  we  find  these  sacred  associations,  the  Bible 
extreme,  have  occurred  in  our  own  age  and  I  or  Mis-Honar>’  Society  for  promoting  the. 
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spread  of  that  Gospel  which  brings  life  and 
immortality  to  light.  In  these  “  holy  alli- 
anceSf”  whether  less  or  larger,  all  party 
distinctions  are  overlooked;  the  hay^  and 
stubbUj  and  straw  of  sectarian  feeling  are 
consumed  by  the  hallowed  flame  of  love  to 
Jehovah  and  to  each  other.  There,  in  he-| 
retical  spirit,  one  no  longer  exc  laims,  /  am 
of  Paul,  or  another,  I  am  of  ApoUos^  or 
another,  lam  of  Cephas,  but  all  rally  round 
the  standard  of  Christ,  and  pray,  and  coo>  | 
verse,  and  contribute,  for  the  enlargement 
of  his  kingdom. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  yet  remains  to 
be  dune  before  Jesus  the  mediator  wiU  have  | 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pos- 1 
session.  There  is  no  need  to  indulge  )our- 
sell'  in  a  general  surv  ey  of  the  globe  and  its 
inhabitants.  Look  around  for  a  moment  on  j 
the  Southern,  and  Western,  and  Northern  J 


breathe  the  same  atmosphere ;  they  are  by 
local  situation  more  accessible,  and  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  them  is  attended  with  less  peril  and 
expense.  Their  forlorn  condition  is  more 
obvious  to  our  view,  and  into  their  wounds, 
as  the  good  Sa7naritan,we  ought,  without  de¬ 
lay,  to  pour  the  oil  and  the  trine.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  a  prominent  and  a  very  proper  article 
in  our  constitution,  **  that  we  shall  attempt 
flrst  to  spread  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians 
of  North  America,  the  inhabitants  of  Mex¬ 
ico,  and  South  America.’’ 

I  hopv^  that  you  will  excuse  an  obscure, 
insignifleant  stranger  hr  intruding  so  long 
on  your  patience.  My  solicitude  for  the 
honour  of  Jesus,  for  the  honour  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  character,  and  for  the  welfare  of  tellow 
immortals,  is  my  only  apology.  I  say, 
among  other  considerations,  my  solicitude 
for  the  honour  of  the  Christian  character 


puts  of  this  continent  There  you  see! 
hundreds,  and  thousands,  and  millions,  en-| 
reloped  in  the  thickest  gloom  of  spiritual' 
night  They  have  no  Bible,  in  which  they 
may  read  the  cheering  itcord  that  God 
hath  given  to  us  eternal  life ;  no  peaceful  I 
sanctuary  to  which  they  may  repair  and, 
bear  those  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  that  j 
unto  all  people  a  Saviour  is  bom.  What  j 
then  is  becoming  us  who  are  their  bretliren' 
by  nature,  and  by  the  destination  of  Provi¬ 
dence  are  thrown  into  the  same  hemisphere 


has  constrained  me  to  enlarge.  Shall  we 
profess  that  we  are  inlinite  debtors  to  the 
Saviour’s  love,  and  be  unwilling  to  spend 
in  his  cause,  and  for  his  glory  ?  Shall  we 
be  either  illiberal  in  the  measure  of  our  con¬ 
tribution,  or  reluctant  in  sparing  what  we 
do  contribute  t  Our  heroes  and  patriots, 
by  their  recent  exploits,  have  reflected  no 
inconsiderable  lustre  on  the  American 
name.  On  the  land,  on  the  lakes,  and  oe 
different  oceans  they  have  erected  numer¬ 
ous  trophies  of  martial  enterprise  and  va- 


with  them.’  The  path  of  duty  is,  in  my  lour;  trophies  which  will  remain  imperish- 


opinion,  clear  to  us  as  the  “  milky  way.”;  able  iiKmuments  of  our  patriotism  and  prow- 


Let  us  arise  and  tell  them  how  they,  and  ess.  Let  us  now  unite  in  adding  to  the 
their  benighted,  besotted,  pitiable  offspring  lustre  of  our  national  character  as  Cbtis- 
may  be  saved.  Here  is  our  commission,  in  tians ;  let  us  attempt  this  day  at  erecting  a 
the  very  hand-writing  of  our  Master,  and  lasting  monument  of  disinterestedness  in 
Witness,  and  Judge,  Go  ye  into  all  the  the  cause  of  our  Master  and  of  mankind.  1 
i^rld,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  crea-  have  no  doubt  but  the  patriot  and  the  her« 
ture.  Teach,  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  of  future  ages,  in  reading  the  page  whick 
This  commission  was  delivered  to  ajxvstles  contains  the  record  of  our  military  achieve - 
by  our  Saviour  in  }x,*rson,  and  by  them  has  ments  will  catch  the  patriotic  fire,  and  bum 


been  transmitted  to  us  their  successors  in  with  augmented  ardour  in  the  defence  of  alt 
'^'flice,  and  their  sharers  in  the  anticipation  that  is  interesting  to  them  as  men;  let  us 
of  future  glory.  Here  we  arc  conunanded!  also,  in  the  present  occasion,  exhibit  an  ex- 
lo  disciple  all  nations;  but  tlie  conversion  ample  of  real,  at  the  con  teraplatioa  of  which 
ot  the  heathen  upon  our  own  borders  ap-  our  children,  and  our  children's  children^ 
pears  more  immediately  incumbent  ujxiii  and  the  friends  of  Zioa  in  other  countries, 
’J?.  Tlicy  occupy  the  «ame  soil :  they  m^vy  be  inspired  with  new  real,  and  aoi 
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mated  to  nobler  exertions  for  the  living 
G«d.  I  trust  that  not  an  individual  within 
these  walls  will  retire  without  entering  his 
name  as  a  subscriber  to  the  “  United  Fo¬ 
reign  Missionar}'  Society.”  1  see  around 
me  gentlemen  whose  enterprise  and  acti¬ 
vity  in  their  respective  pursuits  have  been 
crowned .  w’ith  eminent  success,  and  upon 
whom  J  ehovah  in  his  bounty  has  showered 
profusely  the  blessings  of  his  providence.  I 
trust  that  such  will  give  not  only  their  own 
names,  but  those  of  their  families,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  benevolent  institution.  F or  my  ^ 
own  part,  i  am  free  to  declare,  and  the  de-  i 
claration  is  made,  my  Master  bearing  me 
witness,  without  the  least  ostentation,  that 
I  entered  this  room  w  ith  the  resolution  of 
constituting  each  member  of  my  family  a 
member  of  the  Society  for  life.  It  is  a  small 
tribute  of  gratitude  to  that  Jesus  who  re¬ 
deemed  me  to  God;  who  redeemed  me  to 
God  with  his  own  blood;  and  I  am  full^- 
persuaded,  that  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
without  the  least  diminution  of  temporal 


interest  to  them,  will- conddee  hereafter  td 
my  own  glory  and  joy.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
must  again  solicit  your  forgiveness  of  the 
trespass  w*hich  I  have  now  committed  uport 
your  patience  and  that  of  this  venerable 
audience.  I  must  solemnly  declare,  that  I 
feel  anxious  for  the  result  of  this  meeting. 
Angels  are  anxious.  They  look  down  from 
'  their  elevated  mansions  to  see  who  will  bf 
I  first  in  entering  his  name,  and  most  liberal 
'  in  the  sum  which  he  annexes  to  his  name. 
The  Lord  of  angels  is  anxious.  He  looks 
from  heaven  to  see  whether  we  are  prompt 
to  throw  into  his  treasuiy’  as  in  his  provi¬ 
dence  he  has  prospered  us ;  he  looks  to  no¬ 
tice  with  what  impressions  we  recollect  th^ 
scenes  of  the  manger,  and  of  the  garden, 
and  of  the  cross.  In  our  love  to  himse  lf,  in 
our  love  to  each  other,  in  our  real  for  his 
I  glor}',  in  our  holy  emulation  in  spending  for 
:  the  advancement  of  it,  may  he  see  of  the  tra¬ 
vail  of  his  soul ;  may  he  feel  a  fresh  exulta¬ 
tion  that  he  did  not  come,  and  weep^  an»i 
j  groan ^  and  bleed,  and  die  in  vain. 


€o  Com^pontienti^. 

Y,  is  received,  and  will  be  attended  to. 

Q.  &  L.  S.  will  be  inserted.  The  writers  have  our  sincere,  thanks. 

L.  will  perceive  that  he  has  been  anticipated  by  one  of  our  friends,  whose 
piece  is  in  the  present  number. 

S.  M.  is  inadmissible. 

The  notice  of  the  “  Greenwich  Cent  Society  for  the  support  of  the  Theologi¬ 
cal  College  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,*'  was  received  too  late  for  insertior 
in  the  present  number :  it  shall  have  a  place  in  our  next. 
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TUE  SUCCESS  OF  IJIPORTUyATE  PRAYER. 

The  life  of  the  Patriarch  Jacob  was  marked  by  a  number 
of  peculiarities ;  but  the  most  prominent  one  was  affliction. 
Hence,  when  near  the  end  of  his  earthly  course,  he  could,  in 
truth,  tell  Pharaoh,  “  Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years 
of  my  life  been.”* 

While  yet  in  the  morning  of  life,  he  was  obliged  to  secure 
his  own  safety  from  the  sanguinary  resentment  of  his  brother 
,  Esau,  by  going  to  a  distant  and  unknown  country.  While 
”  there  he  met  with  new  troubles,  from  the  covetousness  of  his 
uncle  and  father-in-law  ;  and  when,  by  the  command  of  God, 
he  left  Padan-aram,  to  return  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  he 
seemed  to  be  beset  on  every  side  with  relentless  enemies  and 
insurmountable  difficulties. 

Laban,  so  soon  as  he  ascertained  Jacob’s  departure,  pursued 
him,  with  unfriendly  designs  against  both  his  person  and  his 
property.  And  when,  by  the  immediate  interposition  of  God, 
this  difference  was  amicably  adjusted,  he  had  new  trials  to 
encounter  with  his  brother  Esau.  Aware  of  his  former  ani¬ 
mosity,  and  apprehensive  that  it  had  not  been  diminished  by 
an  absence  of  twenty  years,  he,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  him, 
sent  before  him  to  his  brother  a  most  respectful  message, 
attended  with  a  short  and  friendly  account  of  his  past  adven-r 
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tures,  and  his  present  situation.  When  the  messengers  re¬ 
turned,  he  was  surprised  to  find,  that  Esau  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  his  advance ;  and  he  was  alarmed  to 
liear  that  Esau  was  coming  to  meet  him  with  four  hundred 


men. 


Some  suppose,  that  those  four  hundred  ‘men  were  Esau’s 
ordinary  retinue,  and  that  he  brought  them  on  this  occasion, 
not  with  any  hostile  design,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  honour  upon  his  brother.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Jacob 
did  not  so  understand  it.  He  viewed  them  as  collected,  and 
armed,  for  the  purpose  of  his  destruction,  in  revenge  for  the 
loss  of  the  birthright,  and  was  accordingly  exceedingly  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of  his  defenceless  company.  ‘‘  Then  Jacob  was 
greatly  afraid  and  distressed.”  His  all  he  considered  at  ha¬ 
zard.  ‘  Perhaps,’  thought  he,  ‘  in  a  few  hours  I  shall  be 
stripped  of  all  the  substance,  which  I  have  gained  with  the 
sweat  of  many  a  sultry  day,  and  the  chill  horrors  of  many  a 
damp  and  sleepless  night.  Perhaps  I  shall  see  my  faithful 
servants  led  captives  by  a  persecuting  lord  ;  and  the  l/lood  of 
my  babes,  and  of  the  wives  of  my  bosom,  reeking  on  a  ruffian’s 
blade,  whilst  I  am  reserved,  a  witness  of  all  tliis  barbarity,  to 
be  the  last  victim  of  a  brother’s  vengeance.’* 

In  the  midst  of  these  fears,  he  made  the  best  disposition  of 
his  family  and  flocks,  which  time  and  circumstances  would 
permit.  And,  at  tlie  same  time,  as  if  he  had  very  little  confi 
dence  in  the  success  of  this  expedient,  he  invokes  the  help  of 
that  God,  with  whom  all  things  are  possible,  and  who  alone 
could  extricate  him  out  of  his  present  difficulties.  Thus  wc 
find  it  recorded,  that  he  engaged  in  the  most  solemn  prayer. 
But  his  calling  upon  God,  and  his  consequent  composed  trust 
in  him,  did  not,  in  his  view,  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  use 
of  means  for  safety.  Accordingly,  on  the  day  following  hi?» 
night  of  prayer,  (as  the  recordf  seems  to  intimate)  he  resolved 
to  see  whether  a  substantial  present  would  more  effectuall) 
appease  his  brother,  than  a  respectful  and  complimental  mes¬ 
sage.  “  He  took  of  that  which  came  to  his  hand,  a  present 

*  Swanston.— Who  has  Gcveral  admirable  lectures  on  the  whole  chapter^ 
t  Gen.  xxxii.  13. 
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5  for  Esau,  his  brother and,  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  as  if 
^  regardless  of  consequences,  he  sent  his  wives,  children,  and 
servants  over  the  brook  Jabbok.  And  when  he  was  most 
probably  preparing  to  follow  them,  suddenly  a  man  appears  to 
him,  and  without  any  previous  warning,  or  any  reason  assigned, 

^  closes  with  him  in  a  hostile  manner.  What  Jacob’s  first  im¬ 
pression  of  this  strange  combatant  was,  we  are  not  informed. 
Probably  he  thought  him  an  adversary,  who  designed,  if  possi- 
ble,  to  prevent  his  passage  of  the  ford;  and,  accordingly,  he 
I:  strained  every  nerve  to  gain  the  victory.  But  having  soon 
been  convinced,  as  well  from  appearances,  as  the  supernatural 
dislocation  of  his  thigh,  that  he  was  contending  with  the  Angel 
of  the  covenant,  he  accompanied  his  bodily  wrestling,  we  are 
-  told  by  the  Prophet  Hosea,  xii.  3,  4.,  with  “  weeping  and  sup¬ 
plication”  for  a  divine  blessing.  And  this  was  one  of  the  most 
striking  cases  of  importunity  and  holy  violence  in  prayer,  to 
be  found  on  sacred  record.  From  this  the  fervent  prayers  of 
God’s  people  have  derived  their  appellation,  of  icresding  with 
God.  And  as  there  are  few  Christians  who  have  not  expe¬ 
rienced  obstacles,  in  their  approach  to  a  throne  of  grace, 
whose  faith  has  not  been  obliged  to  struggle  with  unbelief,  it 
may  conduce  to  edification,  for  us,  in  the  present  number,  to 
exhibit  the  importunity  of  Jacob,  as  an  example,  for  their 
'  imitation,  in  similar  circumstances.  “  And  the  angel  said. 
Let  me  go,  for  the  day  breaketh.  And  he  said;  I  will  not  let 
thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.”  Gen,  xxxii.  26. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  show  when  God  may  seem  to  the 
'  Christian  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Patriarch)  to  be  backward  to 
answer  his  prayers ;  and  what  there  is  in  the  resolution  of 
Jacob,  worthy  of  his  imitation,  under  those  afflicting  circum¬ 
stances. 

1.  We  would  lead  our  readers  to  consider,  when  God  may 
seem  to  the  Christian  to  be  backward  to  answer  his  prayers, 
as,  in  the  case  of  Jacob,  is  intimated  in  the  address,  “  Let  me 
SO)  for  the  day  breaketh.” 

These  words  of  the  angel  look,  a^  fii'st  sight,  like  a  refusal  to 
grant  the  dr«qred  blessing;  or,  at  least,  a  determination  te 
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withhold  it  a  little  longer.  “  Let  me  go,  for  the  day  break- 
eth  i.  e.  It  is  not  proper  that  any  pei’sons  should  witness  this 
interview ;  it  must  be  secret ;  and,  as  the  day  now  dawns, 
postpone  your  petition  till  some  other  opportunity.  The  re¬ 
sult  proved,  that  this  was  not  the  real  object  of  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant ;  and  that  he  meant,  by  a  request  to  be  “  let  go,” 
to  quicken  Jacob’s  earnestness,  in  soliciting  his  stay ;  that  he 
only  meant  to  confirm  his  resolution,  not  to  let  him  go:  but,  at 
first  view,  they  seem  to  import  something  very  different ;  and 
surely  unbeliefs  at  such  language,  would  have  said,  “It  is  pre¬ 
sumption  to  proceed  :  after  this  it  is  vain  to  plead  the  strongest 
and  most  applicable  promises.”  Christian  reader,  you  may 
remember  the  time,  when  such  reasoning  occupied  your  mind; 
when  such  unbelief  was  cherished  in  your  heart ;  when  you 
interpreted  these  words  of  the  angel  wrong  ;  when  they  spoke 
to  your  apprehension  a  rejection  of  your  supplication  ! 

This  was  the  case  with  you, 

1.  When  the  state  of  things  in  your  soul  was  such,  that  you 
felt  no  freedom  nor  engagedness  in  prayer. 

A  sense  of  guilt  has  at  times  overwhelmed  your  soul ;  and 
this  very  thing,  which  is  the  strongest  argument  for  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  prayer,  you  have  found  in  your  experience  to  hinder  its 
performance.  When  you  have  felt  the  stings  of  conscience; 
when  your  transgressions  have  appeared  before  you  in  all  theii 
variety  and  aggravations,  then  you  have  felt  a  dread  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  the.  presence  of  God — have  been  led  to  despair  of 
obtaining  his  mercy,  and  induced  to  adopt  the  language  of 
the  Psalmist,  “  Mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  so 
that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up  ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of 
mine  head,  therefore  my  heari  faileth  me.”* 

The  same  difficulty  has  been  felt,  when  you  have  cherished 
unbelieving  thoughts^  or  been  assailed  by  the  temptations  of 
Satan,  Sometimes  you  have  been  in  perplexity  about  the 
meaning,  and  even  cherished  doubts  of  the  certainty  of  God’s 
word.  Sometimes  you  have  been  made  to  doubt  your  title  to 
the  promises;  to  view  them  as  a  rich  and  abundant  table,  en- 

♦  Psalm  xl.  12. 
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compassed  with  a  flaming  sword,  forbidding  your  approach, 
and  thus,  led  away  from  the  consolation  of  Israel,  you  have  in 
vain  sought  for  a  foundation  of  comfort  in  yourself. 

And  sometimes  you  have,  by  the  wiles  of  Satan,  been  driven 
to  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice :  you  have  been  made  to 
doubt  the  very  being  of  a  God,  and  the  reality  of  all  religion. 
And,  if  these  things  have  not  removed  the  conviction  of  the 
necessity  and  use  of  prayer,  they  have,  many  times,  cooled  its 
fervour,  and  destroyed  its  comfort. 

You  have  had  to  contend  with  the  same  difficulty,  when 
your  own  heart  has  been  coW,  and  rfearf,  and  slothful ;  when, 
though  you  have  been  speaking  to  the  great  and  eternal  God, 
you  have  found  it  difficult  to  maintain  a  serious  and  attentive 
frame  of  spirit;  when,  though  you  lay  under  great  and  un¬ 
speakable  obligations  to  his  mercy,  your  sense  of  gratitude  has 
been  weak  and  languid ;  and  when  you  were  indifferent  in 
asking  blessings  of  the  most  inestimable  value.  In  such  cases 
your  soul  becomes  like  a  wilderness.  Every  thing  seems  dark 
and  confused.  Then  God  seems  to  say,  “  Let  me  go — wrestle 
no  more.”  Then  the  language  of  the  heart  is,  “  The  child  is 
dead;  trouble  not  the  master.”  Then,  like  the  Psalmist,  you 
are  ready  to  say,  “  I  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld, 
but  there  was  no  man  that  would  know’  me :  refuge  failed  me; 
no  man  cared  for  my  soul.”* 

2.  The  Christian  is  led  to  conclude,  that  God  is  unwilling  to 
answer  his  prayers,  when  he  does  not  find  an  immediate  com¬ 
pliance  with  them.  Though  the  petitions  of  Christians  may 
be  offered  up  in  faith,  and  for  things  agreeable  to  the  Divine 
will,  they  are  not  alw^ays  granted  in  the  manner,  measure,  and 
"reason,  which  they  desire,  and  think  most  proper.  The  answer 
is  reserved  for  the  time  which  Infinite  Wisdom  is  best ; 

and  is  sent  in  a  manner  which  promote^  their  good,  and  his 
glory.  The  inteiwal,  however,  often  proves  a  season  of  sus¬ 
pense  ;  and,  in  many  oases,  not  only  abates  fervour,  but  wit¬ 
nesses  despair  of  success.  They  have  often  looked  out  for  the 
morning,  but,  behold,  the  shadows  of  night  still  rest  on  their 
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habitation  ;  "and  it  is  like  a  sword  through  their  vitals,  to 
be  asked,  “Where  is  thy  God?  where  are  thy  prayers? 
where  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  which  you  have  so 
often  pleaded  ?” 

Such  was  Jacob’s,  trial.  He  wrestled  until  the  dawn  of  day; 
and  yet  the  night  of  darkness  rested  on  his  soul.  And  such  is 
the  case  of  many  modern  Christians ;  they  pray  long,  and  yet 
obtain  no  relief;  and  are,  therefore,  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
delay  is  their  final  answer. 

3.  The  language,  “  Let  me  go  ;  for  the  day  breaketh,”  dis¬ 
courages  Christians,  when  they  are  denied  fellowship  with 
God  in  his  ordinances. 

When  Christians  cannot  find  God  in  prayer^  nor  in  thetrorrf, 
they  seek  him  in  the  other  institutions  of  his  house.  And  then, 
if  his  visits  are  only  like  those  of  the  wayfaring  man ;  if  his 
Spirit  comes  and  goes,  before  they  can  realize  that  he  has 
been  present ;  if  they  feel  little  life  in  the  duty — less  access 
to  God  by  it,  and  no  consolation  derived  from  the  promises, 
they  think  God  has  forgotten  them.  Unbelief  suggests- 
“  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord.  God  abhors  his  ordinances  for  tliy 
sake.  If  God  was  with  you,  why  should  all  this  evil  come 
upon  you  ?”  This  is  indeed  a  severe  trial  to  one  who  cannot 
be  satisfied  without  finding  God  in  duty.  But  it  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  for  holy  feiwour  and  importunity  in  prayer;  for 
wrestling  with  God,  like  Jacob,  with  a  view  to  prevail,  like 
Israel ! 

II.  Let  every  reader  then  attend  to  what  is  implied  in  the 
resolution  of  Jacob,  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless 
me,”  that  is  worthy  the  imitation  of  Christians,  under  such 
circumstances  as  have  been  described. 

Thougb  ibe  address  of  the  angel  has  the  appearance  of  un¬ 
friendliness,  it  is,  marked  with  the  greatest  condescen¬ 

sion.  It  is  a  sort  of  request  lo  sinful  dust  and  ashes.  It,  as  it 
were,  yields  the  victory  to  Jacob,  and  contains  the  language  of 
the  vanquished,  asking  the  victor  permission  to  quit  the  field- 
“  Let  me  go.^^ .  How  amazing  the  condescension  of  God,  to  bis 
worm  Jacob!  He,  who  could  lame  him  for  life,  by  a  singk 
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touch/’  could  most  easily  have  disengaged  himself  from  the 
feeble  grasp  of  a  mortal.  But  he  wished  to  be  detained  ;  he 
came  to  command  the  blessing.  Accordingly,  through  the 
influences  of  Divine  Grace,  Jacob  becomes  more  bold  and 
resolute,  at  the  intimation  of  being  separated  from  the  only 
source  of  his  help,  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go^  except  thou  bless 
me.”  “  Since  thou  art  pleased  to  leave  the  matter  to  my 
choice,  I  cannot  grant  the  permission  requested,  upon  any 
other  terms,  than  obtaining  tby  blessing.  This  is  all  I  want. 
This  will  secure  me  thy  favour  and  protection  against  the  evils 
to  which  I  am  now  exposed.  With  all  the  firmness,  therefore, 
which  my  extreme  need,  and  thy  great  condescension  war¬ 
rant,  I  declare  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.” 
This  resolution  implies, 

1.  That  the  Patriarch  sincerely  wanted  a  blessings  and  that 
he  expected  it  only  from  the  Angel  of  the  covenant — “  Thou 
bless  me.” 

‘‘  Blessing”  is,  every  where,  opposed  to  “  cursing.”  Con¬ 
sequently  the  blessing,  which  Jacob  expected  from  Christ,  was 
opposed  to  that  curse,  under  which  all  men  are  by  nature.  It 
needs  no  laboured  proof,  that  the  person  with  whom  Jacob 
wrestled,  and  who,  in  consequence  of  his  importunity,  blessed 
him,  was  “  God — manifest  in  the  flesh.”  This  person  had 
indeed  the  appearance  of  a  man,  in  token  of  his  future  incar^ 
nation  ;  but  he  was  also  God,  as  is  plainly  intimated  in  the  ex¬ 
pression,  V.  28,  “  as  a  prince  thou  hast  power  with  God.^^ 
And  Jacob  was  assuredly  sensible  that  he  was  a  Divine  person ; 
for  he  says,  v.  30,  “I  have  seen  God  face  to  face.;  and  my 
life  is  preserved.” 

This  Lord  Jesus  is  the  only  person  from  whom  the  blessing 
^an  come.  He  endured  the  curse,  that  he  might  bless  us  with 
freedom  from  the  guilt,  the  punishment,  the  power  and  pollu¬ 
tion  of  sin.  The  blessings  .which,  as  the.&nrefy  of  the  covenant, 
he  purchased  by  his  blood,  he  bestows  upon  his  people  as  the 
administrator  of  that  covenant.  And  hence  the  prediction 
concerning  him,  “  Men  shall  be  blessed  in  him,  and  all  nations 
•shall  call  him  blessed.” 
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To  the  truth  of  this,  the  resolution  of  the  Patriarch  attests. 
He  needed  the  blessing  of  freedom  from  the  efiects  of  the 
curse — of  a  title  to  future  glory — and,  in  the  mean  time,  of 
Divine  guidance  arid  protection.  Accordingly,  while  in  the 
company  of  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  and  under  a  conscious¬ 
ness  that  he  only  could  bestow  the  boon,  he  resolved,  “  1  will 
not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.” 

2.  This  resolution  implies  an  earnestness  and  importunity 
after  the  blessing,  which  could  not  be  checked  by  any  opposinff 
difficulty. 

It  was  an  unfavourable  circumstance  to  Jacob,  that  his  con¬ 
flict  happened  during  the  darkness  of  the  night,  when  he  could 
not  see  how  to  conduct  himself  to  the  best  advantage;  when  the 
surrounding  gloom  was  calculated  to  increase  his  terror,  and 
to  nourish  his  despair.  His  trial  too,  was  severe ;  inasmuch 
as  it  lasted,  probably,  for  hou^,  until  the  dawn  of  day.  His 
difficulties  were  increased  by  the  omnipotence  of  his  opposer  ; 
and,  especially,  after  he  had  lost  the  use  of  one  of  his  limbs.  But. 
through  surrounding  darkness,  a  protracted  struggle,  opposing 
strength,  and  personal  weakness,  grace  was  given  him  to  per¬ 
severe  in  seeking  the  blessing.  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go  — 
“  I  can  take  no  denial ;  without  thy  blessing  my  case  is  des¬ 
perate.”  Here  was  no  cold  heart — no  labour  of  the  lip — the 
whole  soul  was  engaged — and  all  that  was  within  him  was 
stirred  up,  to  obtain  the  heavenly  benediction. 

•3.  This  resolution  implies  the  exercise  of  faith. 

Under  Jacob's  circumstances,  unbelief  would  have  charged 
him  to  desist,  as  engaged  in  a  hopeless  contest.  It  would  have 
drowned  tlie  voice  of  God’s  word,  ‘‘  wait  on  the  Lord,”  with 
the  cry — darkness,  delay,  disappointment,  defeat.  Jacob’s 
perseverance,  therefore,  discovers  his  persuasion,  that  his 
covenant  God  could  not  mean  his  destruction.  While  he  found 
the  angel  put  forth  no  more  strength  than  he  was  enabled  to 
oppose^  his  faith  rightly  concluded,  that  the  opposing  exertions 
were  only  intended  to  exercise  the  vigour,  with  which  he  was 
constantly  supplied.  This  is  the  only  way  to  account  for  Ja¬ 
cob’s  persevering  in  the  contest  against  unequal  force.  Every 
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moment  he  persevered  against  so  many  disadvantages,  added 
fresh  lustre  to  the  strength  of  his  faith  in  the  prorhisc  of  God. 
It  was  acting  a  similar  part  with  that  of  Job — Though  he 
slay  me  ;  yet  will  I  trust  in  him.” 

4.  The  resolution,  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go,”  implies  a  de¬ 
termination  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  the  present  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity. 

God  was  now  near ;  the  day  was  dawning ;  the  necessities 
of  the  Patriarch  were  urgent ;  and  none  but  God  could  supply 
them.  All  that  was  dear  to  him,  therefore,  for  time  and  eter¬ 
nity,  was  suspended  upon  that  hour!  Accordingly,  neither 
the  discovery  which  Jacob  made  of  the  omnipotence  of  the 
angel,  by  the  touch  of  his  joint,  nor  the  sense  it  gave  him  of 
his  own  weakness,  nor  the  acute  pain  with  which  it  was  proba- 
bl)  attended,  disposed  him  to  relinquish  the  contest.  He  was 
now  more  than  ever  convinced,  that  the  person  to  whom  he 
clung,  not  only  with  the  arras  of  his  body,  but  with  the  arras 
of  his  faith,  was  able  to  bless  him  in  the  most  effectual  man¬ 
ner.  He  knew  that  he  had  ever^  thing  to  expect  from  the 
grace  manifested  in  this  interview,  and  that  every  thing  would 
be  lost,  if  it  was  broken  off,  without  the  desired  blessing ;  and, 
therefore,  he  is  resolved  not  to  lose  so  good  an  opportunity  as 
the  present. — I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.” 

These  are  the  particulars  in  the  resolution  of  Jacob,  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  imitation  of  Christians  under  circumstances  similar 
to  his. 

Have  you,  Christian  reader,  any  diflBculties  to  encounter,  in 
adopting  the  resolution,  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou 
bless  me  Are  your  enemies  numerous,  subtle,  and  power¬ 
ful.^  So  were  Jacob’s.  But  the  greater  their  number  and 
might,  the  greater  did  he  feel  the  necessity  of  urgency  at  a 
throne  of  grace  for  strength.  Therefore,  as  you  would  dis¬ 
concert  the  plans  and  paralyze  the  power  of  your  adversaries  ; 
as  you  would  obtain  the  victory,  and  glorify  the  God  in  whose 
strength  you  are  to  achieve  it,  wrestle  with  God  by  prayer  and 
supplication.  Not  only  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  but 
pray  always,  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit. 
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Are  you  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  guilt  and  pollution  ? 
Does  coDscience  smite  you  for  having  offended  God,  and  cru¬ 
cified  afresh  the  Saviour?  and  are  you,  therefore,  ashamed 
and  afraid  of  drawing  near  to  God  for  his  blessing  ?  But  what 
stronger  argument  can  be  presented  for  your  apj^ying  to  the 
fountain  opened  for  sin  and  uncleanness  ?  Without  the  shed¬ 
ding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sins.  Without  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  merits  of  the  blood  of  Jesus,  your  guilt  will 
sink  you  down  to  perdition.  Therefore,  cry  mightily,  for  jus¬ 
tification  by  the  blood  which  speaketh  better  things  than  the 
blood  of  Abel. 

Are  you  tempted  by  Satan  to  cease  from  importunity,  be¬ 
cause  you  have,  in  times  past,  experienced  delay  ?  still  perse¬ 
vere  ;  “For  the  vision  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time,  but  at 
the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie :  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it; 
because  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.”  Habakkuk  ii.  3. 

Do  a  deathlike  coldness  and  indifference  pervade  your  heart 
and  affections!?  Do  you  feel  a  sense  of  weakness  and  unwor- 
tkkiessy  in  consequence  of  the  wounds  and  filthiness  of  sin  ? 
Recollect  the  weakness  and  unworthiness  of  Jacob,  and,  at  the 
:same  time  recollect,  how,  notwithstanding  that  weakness  and 
un\wrthmess,  be  WTestled  still.  Let  not  discouragements  pre¬ 
vail,  nor  your  hands  hang  down  for  such  reasons  as  these.  Say 
not  that  your  diflBculties  arc  greater  than  those  of  others. 
This  is  the  common  suggestion  of  unbelief;  and  even,  if  the 
suggestion  were  true,  it  affords  you  a  peculiar  opportunity  of 
glorifying  God;  of  acknowledging  his  faithfulness;  of  paying 
.practical  homage  to  the  person  and  work  of  Christ,  by  your 
earnest  and  importunate  wrestlings. 

Consider  too,  for  your  encouragement,  that  these  pressing 
exercises  are  so  far  from  being  considered  as  the  boldness  of 
presumption,  that  they  are  peculiarly  pleasing  to  God.  They 
are  a  sweet-smelling  savour  in  his  sight.  Listen  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Christ  to  his  Church  and  people,  “  O  my  dove,  that 
art  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  secret  places  of  the  stairs, 
let  roe  see  thy  countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice ;  for  sweet 
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is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance  is  comely.”*  The  tears  of 
the  praying,  mourning  Christian  are  collected  in  Christ’s  bot¬ 
tle  ;  and  in  them  he  sees  the  travail  of  his  soul,  the  fruits  of 
his  Spirit,  and  is  satisfied.  Therefore  say,  “  I  will  not  let  thee 
go,  except  thou  bless  me.” 

Consider  also  the  inestimable  value  of  the  blessing  for  which 
you  ask,  and  the  peculiar  necessity  of  your  case  in  reference 
to  it.  It  is  the  blessing  of  Him  who  endured  the  curse ;  the 
blessing  which  will  remove  the  guilt,  the  power,  the  defilement 
of  sin ;  the  blessing  which  will  secure  all  the  benefits  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  ;  the  blessing  which  the  Lord  bestows  in  this 
world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.  These  blessings  you 
need.  Without  them  you  perish.  Can  you  then  endure  the 
thought  of  letting  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  go,  until  you  re¬ 
ceive  the  blessing  ?  Can  you  be  contented  without  an  interest 
in  Christ?  Are  you  willing  to  be  led  captive  by  Satan,  and 
your  own  devouring  lusts?  Are  you  willing  that  you  and 
Christ  should  part  for  ever  ? 

Then  let  no  mere  lip  service  satisfy  you  at  a  throne  of  grace. 
When  the  Saviour  admits  you  to  converse  with  him ;  when  (if  the 
expression  be  allowable)  He  is  upon  speaking  terms  with  you — 
and  his  word  declares  his  willingness  to  bless,  and  not  to  curse, 
be  importunate.  Let  thine  heart  overflow^  with  fervent  de¬ 
sires  ;  and  manifest  some  of  the  ardour  which  dowed  in  the 
breasts  of  Scripture  saints,  when  they  said,  “  As  the  hart  pant- 
eth  after  the  water-brooks,  so  pantelh  my  soul  after  thee,  O 
God.  My  soul  thii-steth  for  God,  for  the  living  God  :  when 
shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God?”  Psalm  xlii.  1,  2. 

As  you  w  ould  be  encouraged  to  adopt  the  language,  “  I  will  * 
not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me,”  consider  the  success 
which  attended  it,  in  the  case  of  him  who  first  made  use  of  it. 
Jacob  wrestled,  and  he  prevailed.  V.  27.  “And  the  angel 
said  unto  him,  what  is  thy  name  ?  and  he  said,  Jacob,”  which 
signifies  supplanter ;  and  w’as  calculated  to  remind  him  of  the 
dishonest  mode  in  w  hich  he  attained  the  birthright.  But  God 
had  now  forgiven  and  forgotten  his  past  failings,  and  therefore 
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he  said,  “  thy  name  shall  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  IsraeL^^ 
By  this  change  of  name  he  published  his  act  of  oblivion  for 
past  offences, — destroyed  the  association  of  his  name  with 
artful  and  fraudulent  management, — and  ever  after  connected 
it  with  an  event  honourable  to  God,  and  a  blessing  to  himself. 
For  Israel  signifies  “  a  princely  prevailer  with  God.” 

Imitate  Jacob's  example,  and  you  shall  realize  Israel’s 
success.  “  The  angel  blessed  him  and  if  you  manifest  the 
same  importunity,  He  will  bless  you.  Wrestle  like  Jacoby  and 
you  shall  prevail  with  God  like  Israel. — Wrestle  like  Jacob, 
and  you  shall  realize  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise,— fAe  seed 
o  f  Jacob  shall  never  seek  my  face  in  vain. 


EXTRACTS 

from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 

VI  the  United  States. 


[We  think  proper  to  publish  the  following  document,  which  we  be¬ 
lieve  has  never  before  been  printed,  and  of  which  few  copies  are 
extant ;  and  we  intend  it  as  an  introduction  to  a  number  of  short 
Essays,  which  we  purpose  to  insert  on  the  principal  doctrines 
w  hich  have  recently  been  so  much  contested  and  misrepresented.] 


The  consideration  of  the  references  on  Mr.  B.’s  Creed, 
&c.  was  resumed. 

Ordered, — That  Dr.  M‘Whorter,  Dr.  King,  Dr.  Green,  Mr. 
Armstrong,  together  with  the  moderator,  (wlio  was  Dr.  John 
B.  Smith)  be  a  committee  to  form  a  minute  on  the  subject  of 
the  references  before  the  General  Assembly. 

The  consideration  of  the  reference  relative  to  Mr.  B.  was 
resumed,  and  after  some  amendments  made  on  the  draught 
brought  in  by  the  committee,  it  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz.  The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  ccr- 
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tain  references  and  inquiries  from  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas^ 
relative  to  the  publication  and  import  of  a  creed,  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  false  doctrine,  and  the  use  of  indecent  language,  by  the 
Rev.  H.  B,  beg  leave  to  report: — That  having  carefully  ex¬ 
amined,  and  seriously  considered,  the  subjects  submitted  to 
them,  they  remark,  upon  the  first  article  of  the  creed  afore¬ 
said. 

That  Mr.  B.  is  erroneous  in  making  disinterested  benevo¬ 
lence  the  only  definition  of  holiness,  or  true  religion ;  because 
this  may  perplex  the  minds  of  those  not  accustomed  to  abstract 
speculations, — is  questionable  in  itself, — and  may  convey  the 
idea,  that  an  absolute  God,  or  a  God  out  of  Christ,  is  the 
object  of  the  highest  affection  to  the  renewed  mind. 

Upon  the  second  article  they  remark, — That  Mr.  B.  has 
confounded  self-love  with  selfishness,  in  an  abstract  speculation 
calculated  to  puzzle  plain  Christians,  and  lead  to  unprofitable 
disputes. 

Upon  the  third  article  they  remark, — That  the  transferring 
of  personal  sin  or  righteousness,  has  never  been  held  by  Cal- 
vinistic  divines,  nor  by  any  person  in  our  church,  as  far  as  is 
known  to  us ;  and  therefore,  that  Mr.  B.’s  observations  on  that 
subject  appear  to  be  either  nugatory,  or  calculated  to  mislead. 
But  with  regard  to  his  doctrine  of  original  sin,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  he  is  erroneous  in  representing  personal  cor¬ 
ruption  as  not  derived  from  Adam ;  making  Adam’s  sin  to  be 
imputed  to  his  posterity  in  consequence  of  a  corrupt  nature 
already  possessed^  and  derived  from  we  know  not  what ;  thus, 
in  effect,  setting  aside  the  idea  of  Adam’s  being  the  federal 
head,  or  representative,  of  his  descendants,  and  the  whole 
doctrine  of  the  cov'enant  of  works. 

It  is  also  manifest  that  Mr.  B.  is  greatly  erroneous  in  assert¬ 
ing,  that  the  formal  cause  of  a  believer’s  justification  is  the 
imputation  of  the  fruits  and  effects  of  Christ’s  righteousness, 
and  not  that  right eousnei^s  itself;  because  righteousness,  and 
that  alone,  is  the  formal  demand  of  the  law,  and  consequently 
the  sinner’s  violation  of  the  divine  law,  can  be  panloned  only 
in  VIRTUE  of  the  Redeemer’s  perfect  righteousness  being  im- 
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puled  to  him,  and  reckoned  as  his.  It  is  also  not  true  that  the 
benefits  of  Christ’s  righteousness  are,  with  strict  propriety,  said 
to  be  imputed  at  all ;  as  these  henefiXs flow  to,  and  are  possessed 
by,  the  believer,  as  a  consequence  of  his  justification,  and 
having  an  interest  in  the  infinite  merits  of  the  Saviour. 

On  article  fourth  no  remark  is  necessary. 

With  regard  to  the  fifth  article,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
Mr.  B.  appears  to  confound  sentiment  with  tbe  mere  percep¬ 
tion  of  truth ;  whereas  it  always  partakes  of  the  disposition  of 
the  heart,  and  consequently  involves  in  it  either  sin  or  holiness. 
The  article,  as  stated  by  him,  contradicts  the  principle  laid 
down  in  the  introduction,  to  our  form  of  government,  and 
levels  the  important  distinction  between  truth  and  falsehood, 
so  as  to  be  liable  to  the  construction,  that  it  is  no  matter  what 
a  man  believes.  And  though  Mr.  B.  may  not,  and  probably 
did  not,  intend  to  insinuate  any  thing  disrespectful  to  the  holy 
Scriptures,  where  he  asserts  that  “  there  are  wTong  sentiments 
in  the  Bible,”  yet  as  his  expression  is  liable  to  such  a  con¬ 
struction,  we  judge  it  highly  censurable. 

With  regard  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles,  no  remark 
seems  to  be  necessary,  except  that  the  offence  given  by  the 
reflection  cast  on  bis  brethren,  the  Presbyterians,  in  the 
seventh,  has  been  sufficiently  removed  by  his  candid  acknow¬ 
ledgment  before  the  Synod  and  General  Assembly\ 

The  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  articles  require  no  remark; 
except  that  they  appear  to  be  unimportant. 

With  regard  to  the  twelfth  article,  it  is  remarked,  that  his 
observation  upon  love,  as  exercised  by  the  human  race,  so  far 
as  it  maybe  applicable  to  a  state  of  infancy^,  is  unintelligible; 
and  that  though  a  distinction  may  be  made  between  regene¬ 
ration  and  conversion,  yet  the  terms  in  which  the  article  is 
expressed,  are  exceptionable,  as  they  seem  to  discourage  the 
use  of  the  means  of  grace. 

With  regard  to  the  thirteenth  article,  it  is  remarked,  that 
In  making  repentance  and  faith  to  proceed  wholly  from  love 
or  charity,  Mr.  B.  has  expressed  an  opinion  unnecessary 
and  improper. 
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In  regard  to  the  subject  of  false  doctrine,  in  discoursing  frona 
Psalm  li.  5.  and  Isaiah  xlviii.  8.  nothing  seems  necessary  to 
be  added  to  the  remarks  made  on  the  subject  of  original  sin, 
as  contained  in  Mr.  B.’s  creed,  except  that  he  charges  Calvin- 
istic  divines  with  holding  sentiments  relative  to  infants  which 
they  do  not  hold ;  and  that  he  makes  positive  declarations  in 
regard  to  the  state  of  infants,  when  it  has  pleased  a  wise  and 
holy  God  to  be  silent  on  this  subject,  in  the  revelation  of 
his  will. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  indecent  language,  alleged  to 
have  been  used  in  the  pulpit  by  Mr.  B.  it  is  remarked,  that,  if 
he  was  not  misunderstood  by  the  witnesses,  he  has  notwith** 
standing  declared  such  a  deep  and  suitable  abhorrence  of  all 
such  language  in  public  discourse,  as  renders  it  unnecessary  to 
take  any  further  notice  of  it. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  recommend  that  Mr.  B.  be 
required  to  acknowledge  before  the  Assembly  that  he  was 
wrong  in  the  publication  of  his  creed ;  that  in  the  particulars 
specified  above,  he  renounce  the  errors  therein  pointed  out ; 
that  he  engage  to  teach  nothing  hereafter  of  a  similar  nature  ; 
that  the  Moderator  admonish  him  of  the  divisions,  disorder, 
trouble,  and  inconvenience,  which  he  has  | occasioned  to  the 
Church,  and  its  judicatories,  by  his  imprudent  and  unwarrant¬ 
able  conduct,  and  warn  him  against  doing  any  thing  in  time  to 
come  that  may  tend  to  produce  such  serious  and  lamentable 
evils :  That  if  Mr.  B.  submit  to  this,  he  be  considered  as  in 
good  standing  with  the  Church ;  and  that  the  reference  and 
queries  of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolina*  be  considered  as  fully 
answered  by  the  adoption  of  these  means. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Langdon  and  Mr.  Williams  dis¬ 
sented.  This  decision  was  read  to  Mr.  B.  and  he  having  re¬ 
quested  time  for  further  consideration,  the  indulgence  was 
granted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  house  consenting) 
to  reconsider,  in  the  decision  on  the  case  of  Mr.  B.  these 
words,  “  he  renounce  the  errors  therein  pointed  out.”  It  was 
moved  that  these  words  be  striken  out  of  said  decision.  This 
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motion  was  determined  in  the  negative;  and  Mr.  Irwin  and 
Mr.  Langdon  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  have  their  dissent 
from  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  in  this  last  vote,  entered  on 
the  minutes. 

Mr.  B.  appeared  before  the  General  Assembly,  and  made 
the  following  declaration,  viz.  “  I  do  fully  acknowledge  that  I 
was  wrong  in  publishing  my  creed.  I  do  solemnly  declare, 
however,  as  in  the  presence  of  my  final  Judge,  that  I  never  did 
entertain  the  ideas,  nor  intend  to  teach  the  doctrines,  which 
are  pointed  out  as  errors  in  the  statement  of  the  Assembly. 
But  as  I  cannot  so  well  judge  as  the  Assembly  what  ideas  my 
language  actually  conveys,  and  the  Assembly  declares  that  my 
language  has  conveyed  these  ideas  and  doctrines  to  their 
minds,  I  do  cheerfully  and  fully  renounce  them  as  wrong  and 
improper,  and  I  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  engage,  in  reliance 
on  divine  grace,  never  hereafter  to  teach  or  preach  what  the 
Assembly  have  stated  as  erroneous.  And  I  do  finally  and 
cheerfully  submit  myself  to  the  admonition  which  the  Assem¬ 
bly  may  see  meet  to  give  for  my  irregularities,  which  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  deserve  censure,  and  for  which  I  am  sincerely 
sorry.”  Whereupon  the  Moderator  gave  Mr.  B.  the  solemn 
admonition  agreed  to;  and  the  Assembly  declared  them¬ 
selves  fully  satisfied  in  the  case  of  Mr.  B.  and  that  he  is  and 
ought  to  be  considered  as  in  good  standing  with  the  Church : 
and  the  whole  transaction  was  concluded  with  prayer. 


REVIEW. 

Art.  I.  The  Power  of  Faith  exemplified  in  ike  Life  and  fVriiings 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Isabella  Graham,  of  JVew-York.  Second 
edition,  JVew-York.  Kirk  h  Mercein.  12mo.  pp.  428. 


X  HE  appearance  so  soon  of  a  second  edition  of  this  tribute 
of  filial  respect  to  the  memory  of  a  pious  and  useful  female, 
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proves  that  the  work  has,  independently  of  our  aid,  recom¬ 
mended  itself  to  the  taste  of  a  respectable  proportion  of  the 
religious  public  in  America :  it  also  brings  the  book  within 
the  limits  which  we  had  marked  out  for  ourselves  when  we 
commenced  our  Review.  This  edition,  being  in  the  duode¬ 
cimo  form,  by  reducing  the  price,  brings  the  book  within  the 
reach  of  a  greater  number  of  Christians;  and  the  additional 
matter  which  the  volume  contains,  renders  it,  intrinsically,  of 
more  value  than  the  Jirst  edition.  The  Tributary  Verses, 
from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Brown,  afford  a  pretty  specimen  of  ten¬ 
der  friendships,  of  poetry,  and  piety:  and  the  Funeral  Ser¬ 
mon  delivered  by  her  brother,  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  their 
common  friend,  ‘and  their  father’s  friend,  is,  of  itself,  suflB- 
cient  to  set  the  volume  of  which  it  is  a  part,  at  a  distance  from 
the  ephemeral  productions  of  the  press. 

It  would  afford  us  great  pleasure,  were  this  a  fit  occasion 
for  entering  upon  a  critical  analysis  of  Dr.  Mason’s  style  of 
eloquence — that  style  which  has,  unquestionably,  secured  to 
him  a  place  among  the  first  ranks  of  living  orators.  It  would 
be  gratifying  to  ourselves,  and  perhaps  not  unprofitable  to 
others,  to  distinguish  his  high  excellencies  from  his  faults, 
for  faults  he  has;  and  they  are  pernicious;  because,  being 
imitable,  they  are  in  fact  imitated — to  distinguish,  too,  that 
kind  of  excellency  which,  being  common  to  men  of  talents 
and  erudition,  comes  properly  within  the  sphere  of  the  stu¬ 
dent’s  field  of  labour,  from  that  kind  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
late  reverend  Provost  of  Columbia  College — that  particular 
and  powerful  machinery,  rude  enough  indeed  sometimes,  in 
its  construction,  which  always  at  a  blow  strikes  the  nail  to 
its  head,  but  the  patent  right  to  which  cannot  be  purchased, 
at  any  price,  by  any  one,  however  he  may  produce  the  same 
effect  in  some  other  way,  who  does  not  naturally  possess  Dr. 
Mason’s  mind.  But  in  the  work  under  review’.  Dr.  M.  is  not 
a  principal.  Ilis  excellent  sermon  is  only  an  appendage. — We 
dismiss  the  consideration  of  it  with  the  following  quotation. 

“  Such  active  benevolence  could  hardly  be  delected  in  company 
'vitli  a  niggardly  temper,  wishes  which  cost  nothing ;  pity  which 
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expires  on  the  lips — “  Be  ye  warmed,  and  be  ye  clothed,*’  from  a 
cold  heart  and  an  unyielding  gripe,  never  imprinted  their  dis¬ 
graceful  brand  upon  Isabella  Graham.  What  she  urged  upon 
others,  she  exemplified  in  herself.  She  kept  a  purse  for  God. 
Here,  in  obedience  to  his  command,  she  deposited  “  the  first  fruits 
of  all  her  increase  and  they  were  sacred  to  his  service,  as,  in  his 
providence,  he  should  call  for  them.  No  shuffling  pretences,  no 
pitiful  evasions,  when  a  fair  demand  wjis  made  upon  the  hallowed 
store  ;  and  no  frigid  affectation  in  determining  the  quality  of  the 
demand.  A  sense  of  duty  was  the  prompter,  candour  the  inter¬ 
preter,  and  good  sense  the  judge.  Her  disbursements  were  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  value  of  the  object  and  were  ready  at  a  mo¬ 
ment's  warning,  to  the  very  last  farthing.  How  pungent  a  reproof 
to  those  ladies  of  opulence  and  fashion,  who  sacrifice  so  largely  to 
their  dissipation  or  their  vanity,  that  they  have  nothing  left  for 
mouths  without  food,  and  limbs  w  ithout  raiment !  How  far  does  it 
throw  back  into  the  shade  those  men  of  prosperous  enterprise  and 
gilded  state,  who,  in  the  hope  of  some  additional  lucre,  have  thou¬ 
sands,  and  ten  thousands  at  their  beck  ;  but  who,  when  asked  for 
decent  contributions  to  what  they  themselves  acknowledge  to  be  all 
important,  turn  away  with  this  hollow  excuse,  ‘  I  cannot  afford  it.' 
Above  all,  how  should  her  example  redden  the  fices  of  many  who 
profess  to  belong  to  Christ;  to  have  received  gratuitously  from  hioj, 
what  he  procured  for  them  at  the  expense  of  bis  ow  n  blood,  ‘  an  in¬ 
heritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away;’ 
and  yet,  in  the  midst  of  abundance  w  hich  he  has  lavished  upon  them, 
when  the  question  is  about  relieving  his  suffering  members,  or  pro¬ 
moting  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  are  sour,  reluctant,  mean  !  Are 
these  the  (Jhrlstiam?  Can  it  be  that  they  have  committed  their  bodies, 
their  souls,  their  eternal  hope,  to  a  Saviour  whose  thousand  promise? 
on  this  very  point  of  ‘  honouring  him  with  their  substance,’  have  less 
influence  upon  their  hearts  and  their  hands  than  the  words  of  any 
honest  man?  Remember  the  deceased,  and  hang  your  heads — 
Remember  her  and  tremble — Remember  her,  and  bring  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance.”  pp.  4 1 9 — 42 1 . 

The  body  of  the  work  before  us  consists  of  the  Life  of  Mrs. 


*  Theaathor  knew  her,  when,  in  moderate  circnmstaoces,  to  give,uiisoIIcitetl, 
fipy  pounds  at  once,  oat  of  that  sacred  purse,  to  a  single  most  worthy  purpose. 
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Graham, — her  Devotional  Exercises, — and  her  Correspond¬ 
ence  ;  all  of  which  are  interspersed  with  miscellaneous  pieces 
of  religious  poetry,  original  and  selected. 

The  account  of  Mrs.  Graham’s  life  and  death,  is,  we  under¬ 
stand,  from  the  pen  of  her  son-in-law,  Divie  Bethune,  Esq. 
merchant  of  this  city :  and  we  are  pleased  at  seeing  that  one 
of  that  busy  class  of  our  citizens  can  rescue  some  time  from 
the  employments  and  the  cares  of  the  counting-house  and 
the  exchange,  for  the  compilation  of  a  volume  intended  for 
the  instruction  of  the  religious  public.  With  equal  pleasure 
we  remark,  that  as  a  composer  and  an  editor,  he  discovers  a 
high  degree  of  those  relative  aflections  which,  however  pri¬ 
vate  and  limited  tlie  domestic  circle  in  which  they  act,  con¬ 
stitute  the  principal  enjoyment  of  life;  and  while  they  tend  to 
promote  the  Christian’s  influence  and  usefulness,  open  a  more 
extensive  field  of  operation,  greatly  assist  in  the  progress  of 
personal  holiness,  and  in  preparation  for  the  everlasting  glories 
of  heaven.  Did  this  work  possess  no  other  merit  than  to  ex¬ 
emplify  the  mutual  esteem,  the  respect  for  character,  the  con¬ 
stant  and  tender  solicitude,  the  reciprocal  kindness  to  be 
cultivated  and  exercised  by  those  who  are  of  near  kin,  it  would 
not  be  without  its  use  in  the  parlour  library  of  the  Christian. 

The  notice  which  Mr.  Bethune  takes  of  the  historv  of  his 
mother-in-law,  is,  we  confess,  rather  a  narrative  than  a  bio¬ 
graphy.  True,  it  answers  in  some  degree  the  purpose  in¬ 
tended — to  show  THE  POWER  OF  FAITH  in  the  tenor  of  her 
virtuous  life.  We  had  been  better  pleased,  however,  with  the 
writer  and  the  book,  had  he  taken  the  trouble  of  interweaving 
with  the  narrative  more  of  such  incidental  facts  and  reflections 
as  would  have  enabled  us  more  perfectly  to  identify  his  rela¬ 
tive  in  the  portraiture  which  he  has  furnished.  The  skill  of  the 
painter  consists,  not  so  much  in  blending  his  colours  on  canvass, 
so  as  to  make  a  good  picture  of  a  human  head,  as  in  tracing 
with  his  pencil  those  peculiar  lines,  and  fixing  permanently 
those  marks,  which  distinguish  his  subject  from  every  other 
human  being,  and  thus  hitting  off  a  likeness.  We  are  aware 
that  the  power  of  doing  this  is  a  rare  attainment ;  and  that 
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the  modesty  of  the  amiable  writer  of  the  narrative  did  not 
permit  him  to  aim  at  the  highest  excellence  of  a  biographer. 
We,  notwithstanding,  lament  the  want  of  it  in  this  instance, 
because  we  know  his  mother  was  a  proper  subject  to  sit  for 
her  moral  likeness.  There  are  many  females  in  New-York, 
who  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God — who  are  accustomed 
to  the  duties  of  prayer  and  fasting — who  display  an  intellect 
and  a  culture  of  high  order  in  their  social  economy  and  deeds 
of  love.  It  would  be  easy  to  praise  them  for  their  qualities 
and  their  actions :  but  each  has  her  characteristics,  and  they 
are  all  distinct  and  distinguishable  from  one  another,  and  the 
late  Mrs.  Isabella  Graham.  It  is  painful  to  reflect,  that  from 
the  vast  mass  of  modern  biography  with  which  our  shelves  are 
burdened,  we  have  so  often  to  turn  to  the  writers  of  romance  for 
that  peculiar  tact  of  composition  by  which  we  are  introduced 
to  a  perfectly  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  persons  of  whom 
they  treat.  He  alone  understands  human  nature  in  its  indivi¬ 
dual  forms,  who  has  attended  minutely  to  those  traits  which 
constitute  personal  distinctions.  In  the  representation  of  this 
individuality,  the  loss  of  which  we  so  much  lament,  even 
Samuel  Johnson,  who  in  some  cases  has  admirably  succeeded, 
has  in  many  instances  failed. 

Religious  writers,  who  compose  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Christian  world,  of  which  the  Bible  is  the  standard,  are  least 
of  all  excusable  for  their  negligence  in  this  particular,  consi¬ 
dering  not  only  the  importance  of  it  to  their  designs,  but  the 
superior  advantages  which  they  enjoy  from  the  peculiar  school 
in  which  they  have  studied.  The  Bible  exhibits  the  most 
splendid  galaxy  of  sanctified  portraits,  and  the  best  models  for 
imitation.  In  describing  those  holy  men  w^ho  are  set  up  for  an 
example  of  faith  and  good  works,  the  inspired  historians  em¬ 
ploy  no  laboured  declamation, — no  multiplication  of  genera! 
epithets, — no  constrained  eulogies :  the  characters  are  set  be¬ 
fore  us  as  they  actually  were,  both  living  and  dying.  And  we 
see  them,  in  contempt  of  the  maxim  de  mortuis  nihil  nisi  bonum, 
with  their  oicn  blemishes  and  their  own  excellences:  we  know 
them,  and  we  distinguish  them  without  an  effort.  Moses,  and 


Samuel,  and  David,  and  Paul,  were  all  great  men — were  all 
men  of  faith  and  of  love, — were  all  schooled  by  adversity, — 
were  all  partakers  of  the  common  salvation  :  but  they  are  all 
different  the  one  from  the  other.  The  characters  of  Hannah, 
and  Deborah,  and  Elizabeth,  and  Mary,  are  equally  distin¬ 
guishable.  Each  of  them  is  an  individual  whom  every  child 
will  recognize. 

We  will  now  lay  before  our  readers  an  epitome  of  Mrs.  Gra¬ 
ham’s  history.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Marshall,  a 
Scottish  husbandman,  who  once  farmed  the  estate  of  Elders- 
ley,  the  residence  of  Sir  William  Wallace,  and  the  widow  of 
Dr.  John  Graham,  a  surgeon  in  the  60th  Regiment  of  Brit. 
Foot.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  she  had  been  received  to  the 
communion  of  the  church  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  when 
one  of  the  ministers  of  Paisley.  Having  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  her  husband,  she  dwelt  for  some  time  at  Niagara;  and 
thence,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  which 
terminated  in  the  establishment  of  our  independence  and  our 
liberties,  she  passed,  with  the  regiment  to  which  her  husband 
belonged,  to  Antigua,  one  of  the  English  Leeward  Islands  of 
the  West  Indies.  Here  Dr.  Graham  died,  and  the  widow, 
with  her  children,  determined  to  return  to  her  native  countrv. 
The  pension  which,  as  an  officer’s  widow,  she  drew',  during 
her  life,  from  the  British  treasury,  was  inadequate  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  rising  family,  consisting  of  a  son  and  three 
daughters;  and  she  accordingly  opened  a  school  for  the  in¬ 
struction  of  young  ladies,  first  in  Paisley,  and  afterward  in  the 
city  of  Edinburgh.  Thence  she  removed,  in  the  same  capa¬ 
city,  to  New’-York.  The  extensive  patronage  which  her 
friends  and  her  talents  secured  her  in  this  citv,  soon  raised  her 
to  comparative  affluence  ;  and  in  the  evening  of  her  day,  after 
seeing  her  daughter  comfortably  married,  she  enjoyed  with 
one  of  them,  in  the  house  of  her  son-in-law’,  Mr.  Bethune,  all 
the  comforts  which  the  good  things  of  this  life,  in  ordinary 
cases,  can  command.  Here  too  she  died,  esteemed  and  la¬ 
mented,  on  the  27th  July,  1814,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of 
her  age.  She  had  previously  to  lament  the  wanderings  of  her 
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only  son,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  or  in  some 
distant  country ;  and  to  weep,  but  not  murmur,  at  the  death  of 
her  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Stevenson.  Several  benevolent  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  city  of  New-York,  owe  to  her  suggestions,  and 
her  zeal  in  deeds  of  kindness,  in  a  great  degree,  both  their 
origin  and  their  success.  The  Widow  Society,  and  the  Or¬ 
phan  Asylum,  are  particularly  indebted  to  her  exertions;  and 
the  Magdalen  Institution,  the  Schools  for  teaching  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  and  the  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Industry, 
are  under  no  small  obligations  for  her  advice  and  attentions. 
It  is,  however,  her  religious  character  (for  this  appeared  in  all 
she  did)  that  the  history  of  her  life  and  her  writings  is  designed 
to  exhibit.  This  is  best  displayed  by  her  own  diary,  and  by 
her  letters. 

The  Devotional  Exercises  constitute  not  only  a  great 
part  of  the  book  under  review,  but  the  most  interesting  part  of 
the  evidence  illustrating  the  power  of  faith,  which  it  is  the 
special  object  of  this  volume  to  set  forth.  We  include  in  these 
remarks  all  that  is  called,  rather  quaintly,  Provision  for  pass¬ 
ing  OVER  Jordan. 

Mrs.  Graham  evidently  carried  her  religion  with  her  where¬ 
ver  she  went.  Seated  in  the  heart,  it  could  net  be  otherwise. 
It  appears  in  the  most  minute  concerns  of  domestic  economy, 
as  well  as  in  her  public  deportment.  The  sermons  which  she 
heard  on  the  Lord’s  day,  were  subjects  of  meditation  when  she 
retired  to  her  closet;  and  these  meditations  were  committed 
to  paper.  In  perusing  them  we  were  peculiarly  struck  with 
this  fact, — That  a  woman  of  so  clear  discernment,  and  accu¬ 
rate  attainments  in  theological  knowledge,  as  well  as  in  the 
common  criticisms  of  polite  life,  should  have  her  principal 
attention  uniformly  absorbed  by  the  plain  elementary  truths 
of  evangelical  religion.  These,  not  matters  of  taste,  were  her 
daily  bread. — Verily,  it  was  well.  This  is  the  bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven.  Her  personal  guilt  and  corruption — her 
own  inability  by  nature — the  Lord  Christ  as  her  righteousness 
and  her  strength — her  complete  justification  in  him — her  im¬ 
perfect  holiness — daily  dependence  on  the  mercy  of  a  cove- 
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nant  God — duty,  obedience,  evangelical  humiliation,  and  good 
works, — these  were  the  objects  of  her  religious  contempla¬ 
tions  and  study.  We  think  that  in  her  frequent  fasts  and 
confessions — in  her  prayers  and  self-dedication  to  God,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  recognize  the  woman,  who,  at  the  age  of  three¬ 
score  years  and  ten,  (no  stranger  to  the  luxuries  of  life,  and 
having  them  at  her  command)  was  in  the  habit  of  setting  out 
in  the  morning,  with  her  crust  of  bread  for  her  only  dinner, 
and  travelling  all  day  among  the  suffering  sons  and  daughters 
of  indigence,  to  administer  to  their  urgent  wants. 

We  offer  now'  to  our  readers  some  passages  of  this  work, 
by  which  they  may  form  their  own  judgment.  They  are 
selected  partly  from  her  Devotional  Exercises,  and  partly  from 
her  Correspondence,  always  written  in  a  neat  style,  with  an 
evangelical  spirit.  The  Poetry  of  Mrs.  Graham  is,  without 
remark,  referred  to  the  taste  of  every  reader  of  the  volume. 

“  February,  1812. 

Dr.  M. — John  i.  ‘  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.’ 

- The  Lamb  of  God  which  took  away  the  sins,  not  only  of  the 

Jewish  transgressors,  but  the  sins  of  the  elect  out  of  every  nation, 
kindred  and  tongue,  throughout  the  world.  On  this  Lamb  of  God, 
rests  my  individual  hope  for  pardon  and  acceptance.  I  lay  my  own 
individual  hand  of  faith  on  his  dear  head,  confess  my  sins,  and  rely 
upon  his  sacrifice  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  through  the  atonement 
made  by  himself,  God’s  anointed  Priest.”  pp.  185,  186. 

‘‘  March,  1812.  Sabbath. 

“  Dr.  R. — Jer.  xxxi.  9.  ‘  And  they  shall  come  with  weeping, 
and  with  supplications  will  1  lead  them.’ 

“  Chiefly  in  the  latter  day.  But  it  is  the  Lord’s  way  of  loading 
every  sinner  to  the  Saviour  with  w'eeping  ;  and  through  after  life, 
when  reconciled,  by  supplication. — What  testimony  does  my  heart 
and  conscience  give  ?  He  found  me  and  described  my  exercises, 
about  the  age  of  seventeen  ;  with  w  eeping  and  supplications  he  led 
me  to  the  Saviour,  gave  me  lively  faith,  and  much  joy,  and  peace  in 
believing  ;  but,  alas  !  no  claim  ciin  i  lav  to  the  description  of  after 
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life.  The  subjugation  of  the  will,  the  devotedness  of  the  heart, 
deliverance  from  the  love  of  the  world,  peace  with  God  and  with 
conscience,  delight,  calm,  serene,  and  steady,  in  communion  with 
God !  I  see  this  in  others,  a  lovely  group  of  my  own  intimate 
friends  now  surround  the  throne,  who  answered  to  this  description, 
and  some  are  now  on  the  way,  abstracted  from  the  world,  God’s 
people  their  chosen  companions ;  his  ordinances,  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  their  delight,  they  walk  with  God.  But,  oh,  oh,  far  different 
the  race  I  ran  for  many  years !  Careless  and  remiss,  the  world 
again  got  hold  of  my  heart;  love  waxed  cold,  creatures  became 
idols  ;  early  instruction  deeply  laid  in,  and  recollection  of  former 
experiences,  dread  of  self-deception,  and  touches  of  the  rod,  were 
the  means  by  which  the  Lord  again  led  me  with  weeping  and  sup¬ 
plication.  But  no  sooner  was  pardon  manifested,  and  the  rod 
removed,  than  my  vile,  abominable,  unstable,  guilty  heart,  was 
again  caught  in  pleasure’s  net,  seeking  to  reconcile  God  and  mam¬ 
mon,  even  forsaking  ‘  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewing  out 
broken  cisterns  ;  now  drinking  the  waters  of  Sihor,  then  the  rivers 
of  Syria.’  Yet  never — amazing!  O  how  amazing!  never  altoge¬ 
ther  forsaken  !  Repenting  and  sinning  ;  sinning  and  repenting  was 
my  business,  the  Lord  God  still  manifesting  as  many  pardons.  And 
how  is  it  now  ?  The  Lord  leads  me  again  with  weeping,  lie  has 
pardoned:  he’ has  freely  pardoned  all,  and  he  has  manifested,  and 
does  manifest,  that  pardon  so  fully,  that  I  scarcely  ever  feel  a  doubt; 
but  shame  and  confusion,  self-loathing,  painful  remembrance  and 
self-reproach,  mar  my  comfort.  I  have  communion  with  God  ;  He 
is  my  reconciled  Father;  He  has  given  to  me  eternal  life  in  the 
gift  of  his  Son.  I  am  a  saved  sinner,  by  the  amazing  plan  of 
redemption,  which  comprehends  even  me.  God's  covenant  stands 
fast :  the  covenant  which  he  gave  me  in  my  youth,  by  which  Jesus 
was  surety  to  God  for  righteousness,  and  surety  to  me  for  covenant 
grace,  the  one  only  mediator  between  God  and  man.”  pp.  186,  187. 

“  What  is  there  within  us,  or  without  us,  on  which  a  sinner  can 
rest  in  a  dying  hour  ?  If  it  be  a  holy  life,  there  is  no  peace  for  me. 
Taking  the  law’  of  God  for  my  rule,  backslider  is  my  name  ;  yet 
peace  I  have  found,  and  on  the  best  security  ;  this  blessed  Bible  is 
my  charter.  I  have  searched  it  with  diligence  and  prayer,  and  my 
mind  is  confirmed  in  the  following  truths: — That  the  whole  world 
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is  become  guilty  before  God,  and  is  under  his  wrath  and  curse  on 
that  account.  This  is  our  state  ;  a  miserable  state  it  is,  and  as 
hopeless  as  miserable,  for  any  thing  we  can  do  for  ourselves. 
But  I  read  in  this  Bible  to  the  full  amount  of  the  following  conclu¬ 
sions — That  in  the  counsel  of  the  mysterious  triune  Jehovah,  Jesus 
Christ,  the  second  person  of  the  incomprehensible  Trinity,  was 
sanctified,  or  set  apart  to  become  the  Saviour  of  law-condemned 
sinners,  to  take  their  nature  upon  him,  and  the  whole  of  the  requi¬ 
sitions  of  the  eternal  immutable  law  of  God  upon  him ;  to  become  in 
every  sense  their  surety.  Man  is  a  rebel,  it  is  put  to  his  account — 
a  penalty  is  incurred.  He,  as  their  surety,  is  made  liable.  Are  they 
again  to  be  made  heirs  of  eternal  life  ?  Perfect  obedience  is  the 
condition,  and  of  him,  as  their  surety,  it  is  demanded.  All  this  being 
fulfilled,  sinners  are  become  his  property — he  has  paid  their  debts, 
fulfilled  their  duties,  and  merited  for  them  eternal  life,  all  in  their 
own  nature,  as  their  head  and  representative  ;  so  that  believers  are 
complete  in  him.  This  is  the  righteousness  of  God  w  rought  out  by 
Jesus  Christ,  in  his  own  person.  God-man,  as  their  surety.  To 
this  nothing  of  the  believer’s  is  to  be  added — wfith  this  nothing  of 
his  mixed  ;  it  is  for  ever  perfect;  entirely  distinct  from  that  holiness 
of  heart  and  life  which  is  wrought  in  him  in  consequence  of  this. 
It  is  the  believer’s  by  pure  imputation.  God  has  declared  himself 
well  pleased  w  ith  this  righteousness,  and  that  being  himself  recon¬ 
ciled,  he  is  in  Christ  Jesus  reconciling  sinners  to  him.” 

“  I  am  invited  to  put  in  my  claim,  1  believe  the  record,  I  rest  my 
salvation  on  his  word  ;  God  giveth  to  me  eternal  life,  and  this  life 
is  in  his  Son.  Jesus  calls  me  to  look  unto  him,  and  be  saved  ;  I 
do  look  unto  him,  and  I  am  saved.  He  assures  me  that  those  who 
come  unto  him  shall  never  be  cast  out.  I  do  goto  him,  and  commit 
my  sinful  soul  to  his  keeping  ;  1  shall  not  be  cast  out.” 

“  This  gift  is  held  out  to  the  sinner  s  acceptance  in  many  places 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  becomes  the  sinner’s  in  the  moment  of 
acceptance.  Provision  is  made  by  the  same  covenant  for  his  sanc¬ 
tification ;  but  that  makes  no  part  of  jnstifving  righteousness.’^ 
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.1  Sketch  of  the  Life,  last  sickness,  and  death  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Jane  Grosvenor,  left  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Thomas 
P.Grosvenor.  12mo.  pp.  82.  Baltimore.  Coale  &l  Max¬ 
well.  1817. 


For  many  months  past,  we  have  had  very  frequent  occasion, 
and  as  often  with  pleasure  as  with  regret,  to  exclaim,  temppra 
mutantur.  One  of  the  most  important  and  gratifying  of  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place,  is  this — the  violence  of  party 
spirit  has  passed  away.  It  is  not  long  since  we  were  regarded 
as  a  divided  people.  This  was  the  exultation  of  our  enemies  ; 
and  they  anticipated  a  feeble  government,  the  existence  of 
civil  wars,  the  downfal  of  our  liberties,  the  erection  of  petty 
kingdoms,  and  the  rise  of  petty  tyrants.  But  whatever  were 
the  grounds  for  such  anticipations,  events  have  shown  them  to 
be  fallacious.  We  all  can  recollect  when  an  invading  foe  was 
expected  on  our  shores ;  we  all  can  recollect  too,  that  then  the 
noise  of  party  was  hushed — contentions  and  animosities  ceas¬ 
ed — one  spirit  seemed  to  animate  all  ages,  all  ranks,  all  pro¬ 
fessions.  No  toil  was  refused ;  no  labour  was  disdained  ;  and 
every  citizen  of  New-York  can  point  around  him  and  say, 
'  Yonder  heights,  yonder  barriers  bear  witness  that  an  invader 
will  be  opposed  by  every  freeman  ;  and  that,  whatever  may 
be  our  divisions  among  ourselves,  we  have  but  one  soul  to  de¬ 
fend  the  land  of  our  fathei*s — we  have  but  one  arm  to  repel 
the  foe  that  pollutes  the  soil  of  our  country.’  Ever  since  the 
termination  of  the  war,  the  spirit  of  party  has  been  subsiding ; 
the  honest  and  the  upright  of  all  parties  have  found  that  they 
could  unite,  and  they  have  united  in  adopting  the  same  mea¬ 
sures;  and  the  late  journey  of  our  chief  Magistrate  has  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  not  at  all  a  politic  visit  of  the  head  of  a  faction,  but 
rather  the  triumphal  march  of  ‘  the  man  of  the  whole  people.’ 

Now  we,  who  are  an  association  of  clergymen,  rejoice  in  this 
change,  as  well  as  others.  It  has  freed  us  from  the  danger  of 
being  suspected  as  political  partizans  whenever  we  referred  to 
political  men  or  political  measures ;  and  we  can  declare  our 
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honest  opinions,  not  only  faithfully,  for  that  we  have  always  en¬ 
deavoured  to  do,  and  we  always  intend  to  do,  whatever  the 
consequences,  but  also  fearlessly,  and  assured  of  the  candour 
of  others. 

VVe  may  then  venture  to  speak  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  P. 
Grosvenor,  who  was  an  eminent  political  character,  and  a  prin¬ 
cipal  man  of  one  of  the  late  parties  into  which  our  nation  was 
divided.  We  may  speak  of  him  with  praise,  and  yet  we  shall 
not  now  be  considered  as  praising  his  party ;  and  perhaps  we 
might  even  review  his  political  conduct,  and  yet  not  excite  any 
animosity  against  ourselves  for  the  correctness  or  the  errors  of 
that  conduct  which  we  might  point  out.  This,  however,  is  not 
our  design  :  we  wish  to  recouimend  to  our  readers  the  very 
valuable  monument  of  conjugal  affection  which  he  left  behind 
him  ;  we  wish  to  indulge  the  dictates  of  our  attachment  to  one 
whom  we  once  knew  as  a  very  promising  youth,  and  whom  this 
volume  exhibits  as  a  pious  man ;  and  we  wish  to  extract  some 
instructive  truths  which  he  has  recorded  in  very  impressive 
and  eloquent  terms.  Such  is  the  design  of  this  article. 

We  proceed  to  the  review  of  this  volume  with  a  firm  de¬ 
termination  to  adhere  to  the  precept,  De  mortuis  nil  nisi  ionium  ; 
and  though  there  are  some  inaccuracies  in  the  style,  and  some 
expressions  which  are  very  questionable,  if  not  decidedly  in¬ 
correct  ;  yet  we  shall  omit  the  notice  of  them,  except  in  this 
cursory  and  summary  manner. 

This  volume  is  a  sketch  of  Mrs.  Grosvenor  s  life,  sickness, 
and  deatli.  But  it  also  affords  materials  for  a  short  obituary 
notice  of  her  husband  :  for  this  purpose  we  now  make  use  of  it. 

The  late  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor  was  born  in  or  about  the 
year  1780.  He  possessed  a  good  constitution,  and  enjoyed 
through  life  almost  uninterrupted  health.  His  person  was 
large  and  noble ;  his  countenance  expressive  and  engaging. 
He  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1800. 
He  was  then  a  youth  of  high  and  early  promise  ;  and  we  well 
recollect  our  admiration  of  his  talents  and  his  eloquence,  and 
the  general  attachment  which  he  secured  by  his  affectionate 
disposition,  by  his  merits,  and  by  his  kindnesses.  lie  soon 
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removed  to  the  state  of  New-York,  where  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Assembly,  and  afterward  a  representative  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  Circumstances  induced  him  to 
leave  the  state  of  New-York,  and  to  settle  in  Baltimore  as  a 

f 

practitioner  of  law.  In  less  than  two  years  after  this,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1817,  he  died,  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  in  the 
38th  year  of  his  age. 

We  shall  not  enlarge  on  the  general  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held;  the  members  of  the  Baltimore  bar  unanimously  testified 
their  respect  for  him,  as  a  brother,  and  their  regret  for  his  ear¬ 
ly  loss.  Nor  shall  we  remark  on  his  talents  as  a  statesman,  and 
his  powers  as  an  orator.  We  had  rather  dwell  on  that  best  cha¬ 
racter  of  any  man,  however  great  and  however  applauded,  he 
was  a  pious  man.  If  he  had  not  manifested  this  in  any  former 
period,  we  think  that  in  the  last  months  of  his  short  life,  there 
were  evidences  of  the  fact  which  are  strong  and  convincing : 
witness  his  careful  study  of  religious  writers ;  witness  the  de¬ 
vout  manner  in  which  he  commences  his  sketch  of  his  beloved 
wife’s  life  and  character;  witness  the  language  of  the  minister 
wbj>  attended  him  in  his  last  moments  ;  witness  the  whole  of 
the  little  work  which  has  occasioned  these  remarks.  We  do 
not  hesitate  to  express  our  opinion  tliat  this  work  does  more 
honour  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  as  a  Christian,  than  even  as  an  affec¬ 
tionate  husband ;  and  it  thus  does  him  honour,  as  it  shows  a 
degree  of  acquaintance  w  ith  sacred  truths,  and  with  the  exer¬ 
cises  of  real  godliness,  wdiich  warrants  the  hope  and  the  belief 
that  he  himself  w’as  a  subject  of  the  grace  of  the  Gospel. 

He  employed  himself,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  writing 
this  small  volume.  The  man,  who  but  a  little  while  before 
had  been  one  of  the  first  in  the  ‘  party  storms  of  debate,’  be¬ 
comes  the  humble  eulogist  of  Christian  virtues.  He,  who  but 
a  little  while  before  shone  in  ‘  the  blaze  of  public  admiration,’ 
forgets  the  plaudits  of  men,  and  seeks  to  honour  his  God  and 
his  Saviour  by  recording  what  Divine  Grace  had  wrought  in  the 
heart  of  his  departed  wdfe.  He,  whose  whole  soul  had  seem¬ 
ed  but  a  little  while  before  to  be  absorbed  by  the  schemes  and 
the  efforts  of  a  political  partizan — even  he  appears  to  fix  his 
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chief  attention  on  the  excellence  of  religion,  and  to  find  his 
chief  delight  in  defending  its  cause,  in  relating  its  triumphs,  in 
seeking  the  experience  of  its  power,  and  in  practising  its  duties. 
What  a  contrast  *  How  loudly  does  it  proclaim  the  energy  of 
Divine  Grace  !  How  forcibly  does  it  prove  that  that  Grace  had 
wrought  mightily  in  the  soul  of  the  author  of  this  little  volume  ! 
It  is,  indeed,  ‘  a  rare  and  highly  interesting  piece,  and  calculated 
to  be  extremely  useful.’  We  think  that  he  intended  it  for 
the  public  eye,  for  he  writes  — 

‘  A  short  sketch  of  that  life,  that  sickness,  and  that  death,  may  so¬ 
lace  her  surviving  friends,  and  do  justice  to  her  memory.  O  thou 
God  of  all  grace,  vouchsafe  that  the  example  here  displayed  may 
encourage  the  strong  in  faith  to  persevere,  may  sustain  the  weak  in 
a  course  of  piety,  and  lure  the  infidel  from  his  hopeless  wanderings 
to  the  path  of  faith,  hope,  and  happiness,  which  the  religion  of  Christ 
points  out  to  the  miserable  children  of  mortality.’  p.  14. 

‘  Mrs.  Grosvenor  was  the  only  daughter  of  the  late  Alex¬ 
ander  C.  Hanson,  Esq.  Chancellor  of  Maryland.’  Her  father 
and  mother  are  stated  to  have  paid  much  attention  to  her  edu¬ 
cation  and  her  morals;  and  her  mind,  ‘docile,  brilliant,  and 
strong,  under  their  skilful  culture,  was  reared  rapidly  to  matu¬ 
rity.’  But  she  lost  both  her  parents  when  at  that  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  usually  decisive  period  of  life,  the  age  of  16.  She  was 
then  ‘  left  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  new  and  strange  abode, 
without  friends  and  guides  of  her  own  sex,  without  property, 
without  even  common  acquaintance,  a  young,  refined,  and  art¬ 
less  girl,  to  the  sole  care  of  her  two  brothers,  neither  of  whom 
had  attained  the  age  of  21  years.’  The  period  of  5  or  6  years, 
which  ensued,  she  afterward  regretted  as  thrown  away. 

‘  For  if  she  did  not  live  without  God  in  the  world,  the  world  and 
its  frivolous  amusements  stole  too  much  of  her  time  from  more  solid 
pursuits,  and  rational  and  religions  studies.’  p.  IP. 

At  this  time  she  became  intimate  with  some  verv  excellent 

0 

persons  of  her  own  sex  ;  and  if  all  of  them  were  equally  deserv- 
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ing  with  such  of  them  as  we  have  the  pleasure  to  know,  (for 
Mr.  G.  has  recorded  their  names)  we  can  say  that  they  were 
friends  of  incalculable  worth.  These  friends,  by  their  con¬ 
versation  and  example,  and  particularly  the  death  of  one  of 
them,  were  instrumental  in  exciting  her  attention  to  her  spi¬ 
ritual  interests. 

‘  Now  she  wrestled  with  her  God  more  earnestly — explored  the 
original  corruptions  of  her  own  heart  more  vigilantly — searched  the 
book  of  life  more  frequently,  and  became  daily  more  importunate 
ivith  her  God  to  guide  her  steps  in  the  right  way.’  p.  24. 

‘  Gradually,  she  became  enlightened  in  the  great  truths  of  Chris¬ 
tianity ;  gradually,  she  received  the  illuminations  of  Divine  Grace  ; 
gradually,  was  her  soul  tilled  with  love  to  her  Redeemer;  gradually, 
w^ere  her  affections  weaned  from  earthly  objects,  and  fixed  on 
heavenly.  She  had  no  mystic  flashes  of  conviction,  no  sudden  illu¬ 
minations  of  the  spirit,  no  miraculous  warnings  or  passionate  ecsta- 
ries  by  which  her  soul  was  instantaneously  renewed.’*^  Her’s  wag 
the  work  of  earnest  and  devout  prayer,  of  tearful  and  agonizing  con 
trition,  of  solemn  reflection,  of  heaven-directed  meditation — she 
asked,  and  it  was  given  her — she  sought,  and  she  found — she  knock¬ 
ed,  and  it  was  opened  unto  her — she  asked  in  prayer,  believing,  and 
she  received.  She  advanced  from  knowledge  to  knowledge,  from 
grace  to  grace.’  pp.  23,  26. 

The  following  extracts  show  what  were  her  conduct  and 
language  in  her  last  hours. 

‘  As  she  approached  nearer  her  end,  she  seemed  to  become  more 
and  more  calm  and  familiar  with  death — she  frequently  conversed 
on  that  event  with  all  the  serenity,  solemnity,  and  fervour,  which 
always  marked  her  conversation  on  any  religious  topic.  On  one 

*  By  this,  we  understand  Mr.  G.  to  mean  that  she  did  not  thus  instantaneously 
become  convinced  that  she  was  the  subject  of  that  spiritual  and  saviu;^  change 
which  we  call  regeneration;  for,  however  gradually  we  may  discover  that  change, 
\t  yetis  alwatfs  icr  ought  Mnstantaneously.*  Nor  are  the  particulars  which  Mr. 
G.  mentions  the  supposed  causes  of  regeneration,  but  rather  the  supposed  evi' 
dences  of  it  in  the  miudsof  many  persons. 
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such  occasion  she  was  asked  whether  she  felt  prepared  to  meet  her 
God  ;  whether  she  could  fly  to  the  arms  of  her  Saviour  with. hope 
and  confidence  of  happiness.  “  O  yes,”  she  said,  “  such  are  my 
feelings  now — 1  think  I  have  taken  a  final  leave  of  this  world — I 
think  nothing  could  induce  me  to  wish  again  to  mingle  with  it.”  It 
is  long  since  I  have  prayed  for. my  recovery — It  seems  to  me  that 
all  I  now  want  is  to  be  present  with  my  Redeemer.  Yet,”  she  con¬ 
tinued,  after  a  short  pause,  “  It  is  an  awful  meeting,  and  well  may 
the  purest  saints  tremble  at  the  thought  of  it — to  enter  undisguised 
and  alone  in  the  presence  of  the  great  God — the  just,  omniscient, 
offended,  insulted.  Almighty  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth — to  be 
viewed  by  Him — to  be  judged  by  Him ! ! — O  !  who  is  without  sin  ? 
Who  shall  be  able  to  stand  ? — None,  none  but  those  whom  a  merci¬ 
ful  Saviour  shall  support.  O  !  blessed  Redeemer,  on  thy  cross,  on 
thy  blood,  on  thy  body,  are  placed  all  my  hopes  in  that  awful  hour — 
supported  by  thy  Almighty  arm,  1  can  meet  death  without  fear — I 
can  pass  through  the  dark  valley  without  fainting — I  can  enter  into 
the  presence  of  my  Judge  w  ith  hope  and  confidence — for  thou,  O  ! 
blessed  Saviour,  hast  washed  my  soul  in  thy  own  blood — hast  satis¬ 
fied  the  claims  of  divine  Justice,  hast  interceded  with  thy  Father  and 
my  Father,  and  hast  procured  the  pardon  of  my  sins.”  pp.  45-47. 

“  It  is  the  constant  business  of  my  lingering  life  to  examine  and 

search  my  aflections.” - “O!  pray  for  me,  that  my  heavenly 

Father  may  not  suffer  me  to  be  deceived.  I  have  no  reason  to  sus¬ 
pect  that  I  am  deceived.  On  the  contniry,  I  have  the  firmest  reh- 
ance  on  the  mercy  of  my  gracious  Father.  I  have  the  most  un¬ 
doubting  hope  that  the  cross  of  my  Redeemer  hath  subdued  my 

heart.  Yet  pray  for  me  that  I  may  not  be  deceived.” - “  O  pray 

for  me  that  my  gracious  Father  may  enable  me,  in  my  last  hour,  to 
show  you  a  good  example  of  Christian  hope,  confidence,  and  joy.” 

- “God  is  good,  merciful  and  true.  He  will  not  abandon  me 

then — he  will  sustain  me,  for  I  have  no  other  hope,  no  other  conso¬ 
lation — hath  he  not  said,  /  ’ocill  never  leave  theCy  nor  forsake  thee  — 
pp.  47-49. 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  when  the  final  moment  arrived. 
Her  last  words  were,  “  God  bless  you  all.  Give  him 
thanes  that  he  has  enabled  me  to  set  you  this  example.- 
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‘  Such  was  tlie  end  of  this  young  and  lovely  w'oman.  It  was  a 
happy  and  glorious  death.  It  u^as  a  triumphant  appeal  to  all^  'whether 
our  blessed  faith  brings  not  comfort  unspeakable  ;  but  how  strongs  ho'w 
suitable^  how  glorious,  its  consolations  are,  no  one  can  ever  know,  until^ 
like  her,  he  is  bereft  of  all  others,  and,  like  her,  finds  them  siifficient 
when  all  others  fail.^"*  pp.  61,  62. 

We  recommend  this  work  to  all,  and  particularly  to  every 
mother  and  to  every  daughter ;  not,  indeed,  as  free  from  de¬ 
fect,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Kemp,  as 
suited  to  ‘  warm  the  heart,  and  improve  the  best  qualities  of 
the  soul.’  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  partial  sketch,  written  by  a  fond 
and  mourning  husband  ;  but,  with  every  allowance  for  his  par¬ 
tiality,  a  partiality  which  does  him  high  credit,  it  is  consoling 
and  cheering  to  the  Christian,  and  it  is  calculated  to  win  over 
to  the  side  of  religion  all  the  tendencies  of  our  liumanity  to 
loveliness  and  excellence,  and  perdurable  good. 

The  style  in  which  it  is  written  is  far  above  mediocrity,  and 
there  are  some  pages  of  very  fine  writing,  manifesting  deep 
thought  and  uncommon  powers  of  language.  It  was,  however, 
evidently  written  hastily  ;  and  the  writer  appears  constantly  to 
have  been  intent  on  his  chief  design,  to  honour  her  memory 
whose  life  and  death  he  was  sketching,  and  to  honour  that  re¬ 
ligion  which  had  been  her  support  and  her  comfort.  '  He  ha? 
given  us  a  biography,  which  future  writers  would  do  well  to 
imitate.  He,  as  it  were,  renders  us  intimately  acquainted  with 
Mrs.  Grosvenor.  We  seem  to  stand  by  the  side  of  her  sick  bed ; 
hear  her  expressions  of  faith  and  penitence — of  love  and  hope; 
we  witness  her  peace ;  we  see  ‘  the  smile  of  triumph  on  her 
face,’  even  when  she  feels  the  pangs  of  death. 

Are  any  of  our  readers  lovers  of  ‘  those  polite  amusements 
Avhich  fashion  sanctions  ?’  To  their  consideration,  we  recom¬ 
mend  the  following  extract. 

“  She  doubted  whether  they  were  objects  worthy  the  pursuit  of 
beings  destined  to  eternity— whether  they  were  consistent  with  that 
improvement  of  the  few  hours  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage  which  the 
Scriptures  enjoin  ;  and  whether  their  tendency  is  not  to  counteract 


that  blessed  Spirit  of  grace  which  is  constantly  striving  with  man. — 
Certain  it  is,  that  in  her  own  case  she  felt  such  to  be  the  fact. — 
They  had  ceased  to  give  her  pleasure — and  she  had  long  ceased  to 
mingle  in  them,  but  when  solicited  and  urged  by  her  friends.  Now 
that  she  became  convinced  that  they  were  wrong,  the  case  was  at 
once  decided.  While  enjoying  her  usual  health,  she  resolved  to 
abandon  them  wholly.”  pp.  27,  28. 

We  rejoice  to  read  the  following  passages,  and,  knowing  that 
the  ideas  they  contain  ought  to  be  more  generally  disseminated, 
we  extract  them. 

“  Recurring  on  one  occasion  to  the  events  of  her  past  life,  it  was 
remarked  to  her,  that  her  life  had  been  uncommonly  innocent  and 
virtuous,  and  that  this  must  be  a  subject  of  great  comfort  to  her  in 
her  present  condition, 

“  She  said,  she  hoped  it  was  true,  that  from  her  infancy  she  had 
endeavoured  to  shun  positive  sins,  and  w'icked  pursuits — she  had 
generally  attended  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  had  not  neglected 
the  duties  of  private  devotion  ;  and,  as  long  as  she  remembered,  had 
been  inclined  to  good  and  useful  actions,  rather  than  useless  and  evil 
ones.  Certainly,  she  said,  this  reflection  was  consoling  and  pre¬ 
cious  to  her — a  consolation  she  w  ould  not  barter  for  worlds.  Yet, 
she  said,  her  hopes  of  'forgiveness  and  salvation  w  ere  none  of  them 
placed  on  this  foundation — her  motives,  even  in  the  most  virtuous 
actions,  had  not  been  pure — the  glory  of  God,  the  love  of  her  Saviour, 
obedience  to  his  will,  had  not  been  her  motive — no,  her  actions 
would  not  bear  the  scrutiny  of  that  all-just  Father,  who  cannot  look 
on  sin  with  the  least  allowance,  and  whose  indispensable  requisition 
is.  My  sojij  give  me  thine  heart.  How  much  of  the  feelings  of  this 
vain  w  orld  had  entered  into  her  best  actions !  How  much  precious 
time  had  she  thrown  away  on  the  vanities  of  this  world  !  How  many 
opportunities  of  serving  and  w  orshipping  her  heavenly  Father  had 
she  neglected !  How  often  had  she  resisted  the  suggestions  of  the 
Spirit  of  grace  striving  with  her,  and  urging  her  to  enter  on  the  great 
work  of  salvation !” - “  Oh  no  I  the  catalogue  of  my  J^ins  is  end¬ 

less — my  life  would  justly  subject  me  to  eternal  punishment — for  1 
have  constantly  rebelled  against  a  tender,  long-sufiering,  gracious 
Father.”  “  It  is  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  slain  for  the  sins  of  the 
VoL.  I.. ..No.  7.  21 
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world,  which  alone  can  blot  out  mj  dreadful  transgressions  and 
cleanse  my  soul  for  heaven.”— How  do  they  deceive  themselves 
who  think  that  a  life  of  common  morality  can  atone  for  sin,  entitle 
them  to  mercy  and  salvation,  or  even  fit  them  for  the  pure  and  holy 
joys  of  heaven.”  pp.  50—53. 

We  had  intended  to  insert  one  extract  more  ;  but  we  have 
already  so  far  exceeded  the  limits  assigned  to  this  article  that 
we  must  forbear.  The  reader  w  ill  find  it  in  pages  37 — 41,  and 
we  commend  it  to  his  attention  as  manifesling,  at  once,  the 
good  sense,  the  fine  talents,  and  the  deep  and  Christian 
experience  of  Mr.  Grosvenor. 
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LrF£  AND  DEATir. 


Y  EARS  roll,  and  ages  swiftly  fly, 
Moons  rise  to  wane,  man  blooms  to  die. 
To-morrow’s  dawn,  by  sudden  fate, 

Sees  prostrate  pride,  and  ruin’d  state  : 
Finds  ruling  monarchs  yield  their  crowns, 
To  lordling’s  will,  and  tyrant’s  frowns  : 
Views  wither’d  age,  and  burning  youth, 
Unthinking  vice,  and  watchful  truth. 

The  infant’s  bloom,  and  manhood’s  fire, 
Quit  the  gay  drama,  and  expire. 


Man  fades.  The  maxim’s  granted.  All 
Must  wither  on  this  fleeting  ball. 

The  boast  of  power,  and  beauty’s  pride, 
The  bridegroom  and  the  laughing  bride. 
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Must  yield  their  joys,  and  drop  the  bloom, 
That  waits  till  Time  prepares  the  tomb. 

But  why,  with  careless  gaze  survey. 

The  yawning  grave,  or  sheeted  clay  ? 

Pause  !  while  the  ghastly  ruins  tell. 

How  glory  sunk,  and  virtue  fell. 

Muse  on  tale  of  vanish’d  times, 

Ambition’s  stains,  and  murder’s  crimes. 

The  bleeding  wounds  that  deck’d  the  brave, 
Were  warning  preludes  to  the  grave. 

The  deeds  of  War,  the  arts  of  Peace, 

Began  their  little  reign  to  cease. 

All  point  with  beck’ning  hand,  to  show 
The  giant  arm  that  heaves  the  blow : 

In  living  strains,  to  all,  and  you, 

The  voice  of  ages  answers  true  : 

Proclaims  the  fate,  reveals  the  end. 

That  waits  the  hero,  and  the  friend. 


So  dark  a  picture,  Youth,  survey. 

As  ent’ring  on  the  chequer’d  way. 

Stop  your  brief  smiles,  for  Death  restrains 
Your  bursting  mirth  with  final  pains. 

He  calls — knocks — enters — life  is  o’er, 
And  Folly  lifts  her  voice  no  more. 

The  pangs  of  love,  the  thirst  of  power, 
And  fame,  the  meteor  of  an  hour, 

The  soldier’s  shout,  the  victor’s  cry, 

The  songs  of  mirth,  the  dying  sigh. 

All  cease — the  grisly  monarch’s  charm 
Controls  the  will,  and  curbs  the  arm. 

For  reason’s  light,  and  wisdom’s  ray, 

Are  but  the  beacons  of  a  day. 
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DEATH  OF  Oyi3I,  A  CON  VERTED  INDIAN  SORCERER, 

The  following  Narrative  is  extracted  from  the  Diary  of  the  Mis 
sion  of  the  United  Brethren  at  New  Fairfield,  in  Upper  Cana- 
da,  for  the  year  1816;  and  is  printed  in  the  16th  Number  of 
the  Periodical  Accounts, just  published. 

This  Indian  had  given  evidence  of  his  hostility  against  the 
Mission,  from  his  early  youth.  He  was  one  of  those  who  ca¬ 
lumniated  John  Papunhank,  at  Friedenshutten.  (See  Loskiel's 
History  of  the  United  Brethren’s  INlission  among  the  Indians, 
Part  HI.  p.  65.)  At  that  time  he  used  to  wear  a  tomahawk  in 
his  girdle  ;  and,  when  questioned  what  he  intended  to  do  with 
it,  he  replied,  “  to  cleave  the  Missionaries’  sculls  for  deceiving 
the  Indians.” 

This  enmity  he  manifcctcd,  on  all  occasions,  against  the 
Missionaries  and  the  Christian  Indians  generally,  till  within  a 
few  years,  when  the  infirmities  of  age  put  a  stop  to  his  activity. 
The  first  sign  of  a  change  of  sentiment  in  him  was  observed 
when  he  entertained  the  brethren  Luckenbach  and  Zacharias, 
in  his  cabin  at  the  Monsey  Town,  on  their  way  to  Grand  River. 
Till  then,  he  had  always  been  lurking  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
our  settlements,  as  the  old  diaries  prove,  trying  to  create  dis¬ 
turbances  :  and  being  a  preacher  among  his  countrymen,  be 
used  to  dissuade  them,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power,  from  em¬ 
bracing  the  doctrine  of  the  whites.  “  For,  said  he,  “  their  skin 
is  white,  and  our’s  is  brown ;  and  our  whole  manner  of  life  is 
entirely  different  from  tbeir’s  :  of  course,  they  must  also  have  a 
different  way  to  happiness ;  and  those  Indians,  who  embrace 
their  doctrine,  are  altogether  deceived.”  He  taught  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  three  gods — a  brown,  a  white,  and  a  black  god  ;  and 
that  each  nation  ought  to  live  conformably  to  the  directions  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  god  of  its  colour.  The  Indians,  of  course, 
were  to  preserve  their  own  religious  ceremonies,  their  feasts, 
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dances,  sorceries,  &c.  He  opposed,  in  particular,  the  gospel 
doctrine  of  the  remission  of  sins ;  teaching  his  countrymen, 
that  those  who  lived  according  to  the  will  of  the  Great  Good 
Spirit,  would,  after  this  life,  go  to  him ;  but  that  those  who 
acted  differently,  would  be  banished  to  the  haunts  of  the  Evil 
Spirit,  As  to  reforming  the  wicked  through  the  Gospel,  and 
their  being  saved  through  repentance  and  remission  of  theii 
crimes,  he  rejected  the  idea  altogether.  He  believed  not  only 
in  the  immortality  of  the  human  soul,  but  even  asserted  that 
all  creatures,  and  also  trees  and  herbs,  are  inhabited  by  a  living 
soul;  accounting  for  their  withering,  when  cut  down  or  plucked 
up,  by  saying,  that  their  indwelling  spirit  then  left  them. 

To  judge  from  his  expressions,  during  bis  last  illness,  it  would 
appear,  that  what  gave  occasion  to  his  reflecting  upon  his  lost 
state,  was  a  remark  addressed  to  him  by  an  Indian  Sister,  Anna 
Paulina,  (as  related  in  our  Diary,  under  date  of  the  10th  Dec. 
1815,)  w  ho  met  him  at  a  sick  woman’s  house,  whom  he  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  cure  by  his  sorceries.  Speaking  to  the 
Assistant,  Jacob,  he  observed,  “A  word  spoken  by  you  Chris¬ 
tian  Indians  lately,  laid  hold  of  my  soul.  I  began  to  be  trou¬ 
bled  in  my  mind,  and  to  grow  doubtful  concerning  my  spiritual 
state  ;  since  w  hich  time  I  have  often  thought  and  said,  ‘  Oh  for 
somebody  to  show  me  the  right  way !’  ” 

He  was  taken  ill  when  on  his  way  to  the  Monsey  Town,  to 
as>sist  at  a  great  feast  to  be  held  there  ;  and,  not  being  able  to 
proceed  farther  than  this  place,  he  returned  to  his  friends,  at 
whose  camp  he  died. 

On  the  1 0th  of  March,  in  the  evening,  Onim  sent  for  the  as¬ 
sistant,*  brother  Jacob,  as  he  lay  sick  in  our  neighbourhood. 

*  Assistants,  in  the  IMissiousof  the  United  Brethren,  are  converts  from 
among  the  heathen,  of  both  sexes,  whose  business  it  is  to  visit  from  house  to  bouse, 
in  order  to  attend  to  the  sick  and  inhrm,  watek  over  order,  endeavour  to  remove 
dissentions  and  promote  harmony,  and  further  the  temporal  and  spiritual  wellare 
of  the  flock  by  every  means  in  their  power,  according  to  the  advice  and  directions 
which  they  receive  for  these  purposes  from  the  Missionaries.  Through  them,  the 
Missionaries  are  enabled  to  know,  whether  their  people  walk  in  conlorroity  to  the 
rules  of  the  Gospel,  and  where  their  help  may  be  most  essentially  useful.  They 
'mist  be  persons  whose  exemplary  waVk.  and  good  undersiaudiog,  have  made  tbeir 
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He  first  thanked  Jacob  for  coining  to  see  him,  and  then  told 
him  that  he  was  concerned  about  the  state  of  his  soul,  and  wish^ 
ed  to  live  with  us. 

After  hearing  his  relation,  Jacob  addressed  him  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : 

“  Thou  hast  now  told  me  a  great  deal ;  I  will  tell  thee  some¬ 
thing,  too.  Listen  to  me! 

“  Onim  !  I  well  remember,  that,  ever  since  I  was  a  little 
child,  thou  hast  often  been  with  the  congregation  of  Christian 
Indians;  always  going  from,  and  coming  again  to  us.  For 
many  years  past,  thou  hast  heard  the  word  of  God  which  we 
believe  ;  but,  till  now,  thou  hast  despised  and  ridiculed  it ;  say 
ing,  ‘  I  have  another  way  to  be  saved,  according  to  my  crea 
TiON.’*  But,  now  that  thou  art  lying  here  in  a  miserable  situa¬ 
tion,  on  hard  boards,  unable  to  help  thyself ;  thy  little  proper 
ty  spent  in  drinking ;  nobody  taking  care  of  thee,  and  death 
seeming  to  be  at  hand  ; — now,  dost  thou  say,  at  last,  ‘  I  have 
brought  terror  on  my  mind,  because  I  have  been  so  wicked : 
Oh,  that  these  words  of  thine  were  but  true  !  Would  to  God, 
thou  didst  but  feel  real  anxiety  about  thy  condition  !  for  then 
thy  soul  might  yet  be  saved. 

“  Art  thou  indeed  convinced,  that  the  devil  hath  deceived 
thee  ?  Why  art  thou  concerned  about  thyself  at  last,  at  the 
very  end  of  thy  life  ?  In  the  days  of  thy  health,  thou  hast 
despised  and  mocked  at  the  word  of  God ;  thou  hast  dissuaded 
and  prevented  others,  who  were  disposed  to  believe  ;  and  thou 
hast  tried  to  entice  those  away,  who  had  joined  the  congrega 
tion  :  thou  hast  made  thy  jest  of  the  doctrine  of  the  forgiveness 
of  sins.  But,  know  thou,  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  became  a  man  :  this  is  the 

respected  by  the  whole  congregation.  The  natire  assistants  have  also  the  parti 
cular  charore  to  speak  to  the  heathen  on  gospel  subjects,  whenever  opportunity 
offers  for  that  purpose.  In  some  Missions  they  are  employed  occasionally  to  ad 
dress  the  congregation  at  their  meetings :  and  such  an  Assistant  is  the  Indian 
Jacob,  at  New  Fairfield. 

♦  This  is  an  Indian  phrase,  implying.  According  as  the  Great  Spirit  and  Urea- 
for  has  directed  and  appointed  for  me. 
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xkuth.  He  suffei^d,  was  tormented  to  death,  and  shed  His 
precious  blood  for  the  remission  of  sins :  this  is  also  the 
TRUTH  !  And  unless  thou  obtain  pardon  of  thy  many  and  great 
sins,  through  faith  in  His  blood,  and  thy  heart  be  cleansed 
therewith,  believe  me,  thou  shalt,  after  death,  go  straightway 
to  hell,  into  everlasting  perdition  :  and  there  shalt  thou  find 
cause  to  accuse  no  one,  neither  men,  nor  God  who  made  thee  ; 
but  THYSELF — THYSELF,  alonc.  Nor  will  thy  living  with  us, 
as  thou  now  desirest  to  do,  avail  thee  any  thing,  unless  thou  b© 
purified  from  thy  iniquities,  through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour, 
whose  mercy  thou  must  earnestly  seek.  Reflect  on  this,  and 
remember  what  thou  hast  heard  heretofore  from  us  Christian 
Indians,  and  from  our  ministers.” 

Onim  thanked  Jacob  for  this  address,  who  then  left  him. 

On  the  day  following,  brother  Dencke  received  a  message 
from  Onim,  with  an  earnest  request  that  he  w’ould  come  and 
see  him. 

Being  asked,  “  What  is  thy  desire — since  thou  hast  sent  for 
me  he  replied :  “  I  would  tell  thee,  that  I  am  greatly  con¬ 
cerned  about  myself,  and  the  salvation  of  my  soul.  My  senti¬ 
ments  are  entirely  changed  ;  and  I  pray  the  Saviour  to  have 
mercy  on  me,  to  pardon  my  sins,  and  to  cleanse  my  heart  with 
his  blood  in  holy  baptism.  Oh!”  added  he,  weeping  and 
trembling,  “  I  am  sorely  troubled — I  am  under  great  anxiety.” 
— Question:  “Thou  enemy  of  God  and  his  children!  art  thou 
at  last  convinced  of  thy  lost  state  Answer:  “  I  am  indeed  ! 
Oh  that  the  Saviour  would  take  pity  on  me !  then,  as  long  as 
life  lasted,  1  would  live  to  Him  alone.” — Q.  “But  it  is  said 
that  thou  art  a  murderer  and  a  sorcerer  A.  “  The  former 
is  a  false  accusation  ;  and  sorcery  is  a  deceit  of  the  devil — it 
is  nought.  Of  that  1  am  now  convinced.” — “  But  art  thou 
ready  to  confess  all  thy  past  sins  and  enormities,  at  the  pierced 
feet  of  Him  who  died  for  his  enemies;  and  to  pray  to  Him,  that 
He  would  grant  thee,  through  the  enlightening  grace  of  His 
Holy  Spirit,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  thy  depravity,  that  thou 
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oiayest  seek  and  obtain  pardon  and  forgiveness?”  Jl.  “Yes,  I 
am.  Both  soul  and  body  would  I  surrender  unto  Him,  if  He 
would  but  have  compassion  on  me.” 

Having  been  reminded  of  his  past  life,  how  he  had  persecu¬ 
ted  the  congregation  of  believers,  seduced  many  from  the  path 
of  life,  despised  the  word  of  God,  and  pronounced  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  an  imposture,  &c.  the  question  was  put  to  him, 
“  Dost  thou  now  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Creator  of  all  things ;  and  that  He  came  dowm  on  earth  to 
save  THEE  by  His  sufferings  and  death,  and  to  take  away  tuy 
sins  by  His  precious  blood  ?”  Upon  this,  he  made  so  affecting 
a  confession  of  his  faith  in  Jesus,  that  all  present  were  melted 
into  tears  ;  and  the  work  of  grace  wrought  in  his  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  was  made  manifest  in  the  most  striking  manner. 

Brother  Dencke  then  explained  to  hin),  that  the  mere  rite 
of  baptism  could  avail  him  nothing,  unless  he  experienced  in 
his  heart,  through  faith,  the  purifying  power  of  the  blood  of 
Christ;  whereupon  he  exclaimed,  “1  believe!  I  believe!  Do 
ye  also  have  pity  on  me  !” 

He  was  now  asked  the  following  questions,  which  are  put  to 
candidates  for  baptism  from  among  the  heathen;  and  which  he 
answered  in  the  most  affecting  manner.  Minister.  “  Dost  thoa 
believe  that  thou  art  a  sinful  creature,  and  dost,  on  account  of 
thy  sins,  deserve  the  wrath  of  God  and  eternal  punishment?” 
JInswer.  “  I  do  believe  it.”  —  M.  “  Dost  thou  believe  that  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  became  a  man  for  us,  and,  by  His  innocent  life, 
sufferings,  blood-shedding,  and  death,  reconciled  us  sinners  to 
God?”  Jl.  “  I  verily  believe  it.”  —  Al.  “Dost  thou  believe 
that  He  hath  purchased  for  thee,  by  His  blood  and  death,  re¬ 
mission  of  sins,  life  and  happiness  ?”  A.  “  I  verily  believe  it.” 
—  M.  “  Wilt  thou  in  this  faith  be  baptized  into  the  death  of 
Jesus,  and  be  washed  from  thy  sins  in  His  blood  ?”  A.  “That 
is  my  sincere  desire.”  —  Al.  “  Dost  thou  also  desire  to  be  de¬ 
livered  from  the  power  of  sin  and  of  Satan,  and  to  be  received 
I  into  the  fellowship  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  those  who  believe  in 

I  Him  .^”  A.  “  That  is  my  sincere  desire ;  and  I  renounce  the 

*  Devil,  and  all  his  works  and  ways.” 

r 

I 


1 


AND  REVIEW. 


32S 


n 


1 

I 


‘  4 

li 

? 

I 

4 

i 

j1 


Brother  Dencke  then  prayed  fervently  to  the  Lord  in  his  be¬ 
half  ;  entreating  him  to  show  mercy  unto  this  repenting  enemy 
of  his  Church,  who  longed  for  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of 
Satan;  to  pardon  all  his  sins  and  transgressions;  to  cleanse 
him  with  His  precious  blood;  to  receive  him  into  the  commu¬ 
nion  of  the  saints  in  light,  and  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost :  expressing  also  the  most  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  mercy  of  God  already  displayed  towards  this 
grievous  offender,  in  having  awakened  him  to  a  sense  of  his  lost 
state  by  nature,  and  led  him  to  seek  the  salvation  of  his  soul  in 
his  dying  moments.  This  prayer  was  attended  with  a  flood  of 
tears,  shed  by  the  candidate  for  baptism,  and  by  all  present. 

He  was  then  baptized  into  the  death  of  Jesus,  by  the  name 
of  Leonard.  The  whole  transaction  is  more  easy  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  than  described,  and  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
witnessed  it.  The  anxiety  of  heart  of  the  newly-baptized  now 
immediately  vanished,  and  his  troubled  soul  found  rest  and 
peace. 

On  taking  leave,  brother  Dencke  reminded  him,  that,  as  he 
had  been  active  in  the  service  of  his  former  master,  the  Prince 
of  Darkness,  he  ought  now  to  show  the  more  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  his  present  Lord,  who  had  granted  him  remission  of  bis  sins, 
and  would  soon  receive  him  unto  Himself,  into  the  realms  of 
endless  bliss  and  glory.  This  he  cheerfully  promised,  and 
afterward  faithfully  performed  ;  saying,  on  all  occasions,  to  his 
friends,  “Formerly  I  spoke  evil  words  to  you,  to  dissuade  you, 
when  you  desired  to  be  converted  :  forgive  me  for  so  doing, 
and  follow  my  dying  advice  to  you,  which  is,  to  forsake  your 
wicked  ways,  or  you  will  be  lost !  Turn  to  your  Saviour:  expe¬ 
rience  what  I  now  feel,  and  you  shall  live  !” 

The  assistant,  Jacob,  also  spoke  to  him  in  a  pathetic  manner  : 
and  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  baptism  of  this  repenting  sinner. 
All  our  Indians  were  delighted  on  the  occasion,  and  expressed 
their  joy,  saying  :  “  Onim,  our  enemy,  is  become  our  brother' 
Leonard.”  They  also  diligently  visited  him. 

From  the  time  of  the  new  convert’s  baptism,  almost  till  he 
breathed  his  last,  on  the  morning  of  the  I  dth,  be  continued  day 
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and  night,  only  now  and  then  slumbering  a  few  minutes  at  a 
time,  to  pray  to  Jesus  his  Redeemer,  and  to  exalt  his  mercy; 
inviting  all  to  come  unto  Him,  and  to  obtain  pardon  and  remis¬ 
sion  of  their  sins.  After  he  became  speechless,  the  motions  of 
his  hands  plainly  indicated  that  he  was  still  conscious ;  and  his 
mind  continued  to  be  engaged  with  the  same  subject.  At 
length,  at  his  dissolution,  his  hand  dropped  upon  his  breast ; 
and  the  spirit  of  this  late  enemy  of  the  crucified  Jesus  winged 
its  flight  to  the  mansions  of  everlasting  bliss,  in  bumble  reliance 
on  the  all-atoning  sacrifice  made  by  our  Saviour  for  sin. 

His  remains  were  brought  here  the  day  after,  March  14th, 
and  interred  in  our  new  burying-ground,  being  the  first  corpse 
of  an  adult  buried  there.  At  his  funeral,  the  Indians,  who  had 
assembled  from  their  sugar-camps  on  the  occasion,  were  ad¬ 
dressed  from  the  text,  Mark  xvi.  16  :  He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized^  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damn¬ 
ed.  They  were  exhorted  to  unite  in  praising  our  Lord  for  the 
great  victory  gained  by  His  Word  and  Spirit,  in  the  conversion 
of  this  late  distinguished  enemy  and  opponent  of  the  gospel. 

He  had  reached  a  very  advanced  age ;  which  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  be  exactly  ascertained.  It  pleased  the  Lord  to  make 
him  “  a  miracle  of  grace,”  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  expres¬ 
sion  ;  and  to  display  in  him  the  all-subduing  power  of  His 
Holy  Spirit,  over  the  most  hardened  of  sinners. 

The  conversion  and  death  of  this  extraordinary  man  will 
speak  volumes  to  the  hearts  of  his  late  hearers ;  and  the  im¬ 
pression  made  thereby  on  his  heathen  countrymen  cannot  but 
under  God,  prove  highly  favourable  to  the  cause  of  the  Gospel. 


CHRISTIAN  PARADOXES, 

OR  THE  CHARACTERS  OF  A  BELIEVING  CHRISTIAN. 

HE  praises  God  for  his  justice,  and  yet  fears  him  for  his 
mercy.  He  is  so  ashamed  as  that  he  darts  not  open  his  mouth 
before  God  ;  and  yet  he  comes  with  boldness  to  God,  and  askfc 
him  any  thing  he  needs.  He  is  so  humble  as  to  acknowledge 
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bimself  to  deserve  nothing  but  evil ;  and  yet  believes  that  God 
means  him  all  good.  He  is  one  that  fears  always,  yet  is  2U5 
bold  as  a  lion.  He  is  often  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing; 
many  times  complaining,  yet  always  giving  of  thanks.  He  is 
the  most  lowly-minded,  yet  the  greatest  aspirer^  most  con¬ 
tented,  yet  ever  craving. 

He  bears  a  lofty  spirit  in  a  mean  condition ;  when  he  in 
ablest  he  thinks  meanest  of  himself.  He  is  rich  in  poverty, 
and  poor  in  the  midst  of  riches.  He  believes  all  the  world  to 
be  his,  yet  he  dares  take  nothing  without  special  leave  from 
God.  He  covenants  with  God  for  nothing,  yet  looks  for  a 
great  reward.  He  loseth  his  life  and  gains  by  it ;  and  whilst 
he  loseth  it,  he  savelh  it.  [Bacon’5  fVorks,^ 


JTiSCELLAyEOUS  THOUGHTS. 

THE  Moravians  seem  to  have  very  nearly  hit  on  Christian¬ 
ity.  They  appear  to  have  found  out  what  sort  of  a  thing  it  is 
— its  quietness — meekness — patience — spirituality — heavenli- 
ness — and  order.  But  they  want  fire.  A  very  superior  wo¬ 
man  among  them  once  said  to  me — that  there  wanted  another 
body,  the  character  of  which  should  be  combined  from  the 
Moravians  and  the  Methodists.  The  Moravians  have  failed,  iii 
making  too  little  of  preaching;  as  the  Methodists  have  done 
in  making  too  much  of  it. 

Atheism  is  a  characteristic  of  our  day.  On  the  sentiments, 
manners,  pursuits,  amusenients,  and  dealings  of  the  great  body 
of  mankind,  there  is  written  in  broad  characters — without  Go(t 
in  the  world ! 

I  have  often  had  occasion  to  obsen’e,  that  a  warm  blunder¬ 
ing  man  does  more  for  the  world  than  a  frigid  wise  man.  A 
man,  who  gets  into  a  habit  of  inquiring  about  proprieties  and 
expediencies  and  occasions,  often  spends  his  life  without  doing 
any  thing  to  purpose.  The  state  of  the  world  is  such,  and  so 
much  depends  on  action,  that  every  thing  seems  to  say  loudJv 
to  every  man,  Do  something.** — Do  it’* — Do  it.*’ 

rCfri/.l 
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lidigioui^  ^'nteHtgcncc. 

SUmiARY  OF  MISSIONARY  INFORMATION. 


THE  reports  hitherto  received,  are  ratlier 
deficient  in  their  information  respecting 
Continental  India.  We  are  not,  how¬ 
ever,  surprised  at  this,  because  %ve  have 
been  convinced,  that  the  greatest  obstacles 
to  the  universal  spread  of  the  Gospel  are  to 
be  looked  for  from  this  quarter.  We  can¬ 
not  enter  into  detail  on  this  interesting  sub¬ 
ject  at  present,  but  a  brief  notice  may  be 
expected  by,  and  is  certainly  due  from  us 
to,  our  readers. 

If  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  cast 
his  eye  over  the  map  of  this  vastly  populated 
country,  and  consider  of  what  various  re¬ 
ligions  and  languages  it  is  constituted — not 
forgetting  that  the  religion  of  the  Redeemer 
makes  scarcely  any  part  of  the  former,  and’ 
that  tlie  Holy  Scripture  is  recorded  in  com¬ 
paratively  few  of  the  latter,  he  will  cease  to 
wonder  that  the  labours  of  the  Missionaries 
have  produced  such  small  ell'ects,  and  that 
there  has  been  so  little  to  recoixi  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  heathen. 

It  is  veiy*  natural  for  a  sanguine  and  be¬ 
nevolent  mind,  gloH’ing  with  zeal  for  the 
diffusion  of  divine  trufli,  to  suppose,  that  the 
Gospel  has  only  to  be  announced,  in  order 
to  its  being  received ;  that  such  is  the  Gos¬ 
pel  message,  and  so  deplorable  tlic  state  of 
those  to  whom  it  is  sent,  that  the  glad  ti¬ 
dings  w'lW  fall  on  ears  i*eady  to  admit  its 
cheering  sound,  and  appeal  to  hearts  which 
bound  to  admit  its  consoling  doctrines. 
Alas !  in  the  midst  of  that  blaze  of  light 
which  illumines  our  path,  how  often  do  we 
experience  the  direct  contrary  of  this  ! — 
And,  if,  in  a  Christian  country,  with  the 
word  preached  in  season,  and  out  of  sea¬ 
son  ;  if,  with  the  Bible  in  our  hands,  and  in 
our  ow’n  tongue,  w'e  still  find  millions  who 
rc'ject  its  sanctiiying  influences,  need  we  be 
surprised,  if,  in  heathen  countries,  its  pro¬ 
gress  should  Ix!  so  slow,  and  the  Divine  mes¬ 
sage  sljould  be  so  long  resisted 


The  obstacles  which  are  opposed  to  a 
rapid  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Continental 
India,  w'e  conceive  to  be  briefly  these  :~ 
The  multitude  of  languages  and  dialects 
by  which  so  many  nations  are  distinguished, 
and  which  prevents,  and  must  for  a  long 
time  prevent,  the  free  diffusion  of  the  word 
of  God.  The  warlike  spirit,  and  active  in¬ 
telligence  of  most  of  the  Asiatic  princes, 
who,  from  love  of  dominion  and  restless  am¬ 
bition,  abhor  a  state  of  peace ;  and,  from 
pride,  as  much  as  from  sujierstition,  refuse 
to  be  instructed  in  any  new  way — the 
deep  hold  \vhich  the  various  systems  of  be¬ 
lief,  w'hether  purely  heathen,  or  mi\ed 
with  Mahomedanism,  have  upon  the  fears 
and  tlie  hopes  of  tlieir  benighted  subjects; 
these,  w’ith  many  others,  which  might  b= 
enumerated,  will  long  st»'ew  thorns  in  the 
path  of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Cross: 
obstruct  the  progress  of  Missionarj’  labours, 
and  present  discouragements  to  the  ardent 
friends  of  Missionary  undertakings.  Before, 
however,  we  quit  our  reflections,  and  de¬ 
scend  to  facts,  we  must  be  allowed  to  ask 
one  question.  Supposing  a  corresponding 
desire  to  receive  the  Gospel  in  India,  with 
the  great  efforts  which  are  now  making  to 
send  it,  w’here  should  we  find  the  lalx)urer5.* 
The  handful  w’hich  Europe  and  the  Uait*  d 
States  could  present  for  this  work,  would 
not  be  as  one  to  a  million.  Even  now,  with 
so  confin<‘d  a  field  of  exertion,  how  insuffi¬ 
cient  are  the  numl>er  to  the  w’ork  !  “  Come 
over,  and  help  us,”  is  the  general  ciy ;  and, 
though  numbers  obey  tlie  call,  and  leave  all 
which  can  endear  them  to  their  native  land, 
to  encounter  unknown  difficulties  and  suffer¬ 
ings,  yet  many  stations  are  unfilled,  and 
every  account  which  we  receive,  record*, 
at  least,  one  instance  of  pnunature  death,  in 
consequence  of  Missionaiy  exertions. 

The  result,  to  our  minds,  appears  to  In’ 
this.  Agreeably  to  the  usual  course  of  Di- 


J 
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vln«  Providence,  tke  teed  inuii  be  sown  ’  sufierings  from  the  bands  of  cruel  roa<ter«, 
graduallyi  and  the  fruit  will  appear- in  due  ortheexterminatiag  wars  ainongthemselTes. 
season.  Superstition  must  give  way  by  These  combined  soerces  of  misery  left  them 
dtgreesy  as  its  bounds  cannot  be  broken  by  a  nothing  to  hope  for  i!We  future.  It  was  in 
feu?  ej^’orts.  The  progress  of  truth  must  be  this  state,  that  the  apouolic  Vanderkemp 
as  the  shining  light,  at  first  emerging  by  its  presented  them  with  the  enly  balm  wb'ch 
single  ray  from  the  darkness  of  a  long  and  could  heal  their  wounds,  and  bring  peace 
gloomy  night,  gradually  increasing  its  pow-  and  consolation  to  their  hearts.  In  sorw 
er  and  extending  its  influence  until  it  is '  respect#  they  were  prepared  for  such  a 
fixed  in  meridian  splendour.  message.  Wretched  as  sin  and  sufiering 

The  recent  accounts  from  India  afford  could  make  them,  they  had  not  the  Asiatic 
but  few  facts  ;  and  we  must  wait  for  the  obstacles  to  prevent  the  free  reception  of 
Annual  Reports,  in  order  to  present  a  cor-,  the  Gospel.  No  long  established  system- 
rect  statement  of  the  progress  of  the  Mis-  of  falsehood,  supported  by  superstiti;>u- 
sions.  All  that  we  can  notice  now,  is,  that  rites,  and  a  numerous  and  knavish  prie^^- 
Missionaries  from  the  various  societies  had  hood,  obstructed  the  voice  of  the  Missioi'' 
reached  tht  ir  stations ;  that  harmony  sub-  ar}',  or  shut  the  door  against  his  eflbrt?. 
sisicd  among  them;  and  that  there  was  a  From  the  first  he  had  free  access.  He 
pro«|j€C  t  of  great  gocni  resulting  from  thefr  'e^e,  and  delivered  his  message  with  plain- 
combined  endeavours  to  make  known  a '  ness  and  simplicity ;  and,  ignorant  as  thl^ 
risen  Saviour.  Mr.  Lee  had  been  inter- j  people  were, they  soon  learned  the  important 
rupted  in  his  ministr}'  at  G-anjam,  by  the  ^  facts,  that  they  were  sinners,  and  that  Je- 
“  ravages  of  a  fatal  fever,”  and,  on  account 'sus  was  the  Saviour.  The  scales  droppec 
of  sickness,  had  gone  to  Madras,  from  frwn  their  eyes ;  the  mists  of  ignorance  were 
whence  it  was  feared  he  must  be  obliged  to 'chased  away,  and  the  light  of  life  broke  i.o 
embark  for  England.  Rut,  amidst  all  these  j  upon  their  souls. 

discouragements,  the  Missionaries  were  still  I  It  would  be  impossible  to  abridge  the 
d<  voted  to  the  service  in  which  they  had  •  accounts  given  by  the  Missionaries,  of  their 
embarked,  and  were  determined,  God  be-  late  proceedings,  without  destroying  ihefr 
their  helpe  r,  to  proceed  to  discharge  the  interest.  Suflike  it  to  state,  that  there  are^ 
duties  of  their  high  and  holy  calling.  now  about  ticenty  Missionary*  stations,  and 

L^^aving  for  a  time.  Continental,  as  as  many  Missionaries;  that  in  every  place  the 
well  as  Insular  India,  let  us,  for  a  mo- ,  wordolGod  nwre  or  less  prevaib ;  that  flou- 
ment,  contemplate  Southern  Africa.  And  rishing  Churches  have  been  formed,  and 
here,  what  a  change  has  been  produced  in  towns  built,  and  that  the  prospect  of  cam  - 
the  course  of  a  veiy*  few  years  !  Consider- ,  ing  the  Gospel  into  the  interior  of  this  almr  s- 
jng  the  more  than  commonly  degraded  con- 1  unknown  part  of  the  conUnent,  every*  dar 
diticm  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  brightens.  The  Lord  hasten  it  in  his  tim.e. 
globe,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  operations  I  In  Western  Africa,  the  success  has  n-'. 
of  that  Divine  Hand  which  first  conducted  I  been  equal  to  the  labour  bestowed,  and  the 
the  Missionaries  to  this  land  of  gross  dark- 1  hopes  entertained.  Yet  much  good  h.i‘ 
nesg.  It  would  be  impossible  to  draw  the  !  been  done.  The  visit  of  the  Rev.  Mr 
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and  sc1k>oIs  established.  In  Regent’s  town, 
in  particular,  they  crowd  to  hear  the  Word. 
Many  have  been  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
their  lost  condition,  and  walk  worthy  of 
.'heir  calling.  i 

There  is  a  great  emulation  among  all 
the  Missionan  Sociehea,  which  shall  exert 
■themselves  the  most  to  promote  the  glory  of 
♦Jlod  in  the  spread  of  his  truth.  The  di- 


[  vine  blessing  rests  on  them ;  their  success  is 
I  certain,  because  founded  on  his  promises, 
j  Our’s  is  the  prayer  of  the  poet,  and  with 
which  we  now  conclude  ; 

**  On  all  tbe  earth  thy  Spirit  pour. 

The  world  in  righteousness  renew  ; 

Thy  Kingdom  come,  and  helps  overpower, 
And  to  tby  Sceptre  all  subdue.** 


AMBOYNA,  AND  THE  MOLUCCA  OR  SPICE  ISLANDS. 


LETTERS  have  just  been  received  from 
ike  Rev.  Mr.  Kam,  dated  Dec.  and  Jan. 
last,  giving  a  pleasing  account  of  the  success 
'vhich  appears  to  have  attended  his  labours. 

In  September  last,  he  visited  the  island 
cf  Harucko,  where  he  found  the  people 
very  desirous  of  hearing  the  Gospel.  A 
great  number  whom  he  baptiied  on  his  last 
visit,  have  become  communicants  at  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  the  Lord. 

The  schoolmasters,  he  says,  have  also 
been  diligent  in  the  instruction  of  the  j)eo- 

He  then  went  to  the  island  of  .Seram ; 
and  visited  Kajubobo,  a  populous  village, 
which  he  calls  a  Negery,  the  people  of 
which  appeared  eagerly  to  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness. 

A  tew  minutes  after  he  reached  another 
Negery,  called  Kamaia,  a  dreadful  earth¬ 
quake  took  place,  accompanied  with  an 
awful  noise  in  the  adjacent  mountain :  he 
escaped  considerate  danger  from  the  sea, 
which  was  much  agitated  by  the  earth¬ 
quake,  when  he  was  landing. 

At  another  Negery,  called  Riimakajo,  he 
saw  many  of  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the 
mountain — the  Alvours  ;  these  people  go  na¬ 
ked,  but  cany  a  long  lance  of  iron  wood, 
whereby  they  can  kill  men  at  a  distance ; 
?hey  also  carry  with  them  a  large  knife,  to 
fake  off  the  head  of  an  enemy,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  adorning  their  houses,  for  they  arc 
not  allowed  to  marry  unless  they  can  pro¬ 
duce  the  head  of  a  man  whom  they  have 
killM. 


Before  Mr.  Kam  left  Seram,  a  persoo 
came  to  him  from  Nulaliwu,  a  place  north 
of  Laruko,  containing  about  400  inhabit¬ 
ants,  deputed  by  them  to  entreat  him  to 
come  and  preach  tlie  Gospel  to  them.  It 
appears,  that  in  former  times  they  were  pro¬ 
fessedly  CTiristian;  but  having  long  since 
been  conquered  by  their  Moharnedan  and 
other  neighlx)urs,  who  burnt  down  their 
Church  and  destroyed  their  Bibles,  thev 
have  lived  in  a  wretched  state  of  ignorant 
idolatry.  Here  ho  was  recei'.’ed  gladlv, 
and  staid  witli  them  three  days,  preaching 
the  word  with  great  Kberty  and  power. 
The  people,  previously  to  his  arrival, 
brought  out  their  idols,  and  burnt  them 
with  fire  ;  Ihey  also  burnt  down  their  houses 
of  worship  erected  to  tJic  devil,  A  formal 
testimony  of  the  truth  of  die  whole,  was  sent 
by  them  to  the  Governor.  The  value  of 
the  idols  destroyed  was  ver}'  considerable.* 

‘  Before  I  left  this  place,*  says  Mr.  Kam, 
‘  at  the  evening  service,  I  preached  from 
1  Cor.  vi.  11.  *  And  such  were  some  of  you,' 
&c.  Many  shed  tears  of  joy  when  hearing 
the  bles.sed  news  of  the  Go.spcl ;  and  after 
the  serv  ice,  many  came  to  shake  hands  with 

*  In  a  letter  from  the  Chief  of  this  place,  to 
Mr.  Kam,  he  says — *  On  the  20th  of  October, 
we  destroyed,  of  silver,  gold,  and  other  Idols, 
to  the  value  of  150  rix  dollars.  On  tbe  21st.  to 
the  value  of  100  rix  dollars  (in  all  we  suppose 
about  50t )  On  tbe  22d,  two  bouses  of  tbe  devil 
in  this  Negery:  on  the  27Ui,  two  more;  anti 
fourteen,  which  stood  in  the  forest,  so  that  now 
cone  remain.’ 


and  ra>view 


to  be  laithful  to  Christ  and 


UK,  JjSOfJUSillg 

bii,  word,  i  prfviniscd  to  send  the  sermon 
to  Uiem,  as  there  is  a  person  among  them, 
who  is  inclined  to  be  useful  in  reading  to 
them, 

‘  Fi-oin  thence,’  he  adds,  ‘  I  went  to  the 
island  of  Saparuvva.  Before  I  reached  the 
shore,  a  great  number  of  people  were  col¬ 
lected  on  it,  singing  psalms,  expressive  of 
their  gratitude  for  my  visit.  This  Negeiy* 
consists  of  upwards  of  1400  people.  In  this 
island  many  of  the  poor  heathen  have .  re- 

Some  were  intro- 


ceived  Christ  by  faith, 
duced  to  nie  by  their  own  masters,  to  sig¬ 
nify  their  willingness  that  they  might  be 
baptized.  But  here  is  a  great  want  of 
Bibles,  and  other  religious  books,  for  their 
further  instruction.  On  this  account  I  have 


Roman  characters,  are  preparing  with  all]  visited  abo  several  Negeries  in 
possible  dispatch  by  the  British  and  Foreign  ‘  south  part  of  the  island  of  Ambos*na, 
Bible  Society.  Such  is  the  present  scarcity  i  returned  home  on  the  5th  of  December 
of  Bibles,  that  one  was  lately  sold  by  auc-|  celebrate  the  Christmas  festival.’ 
lion  for  8/.  Mr.  Ram  needs  at  least '  Mr.  Kain  is  erecting  in  Ambovna  a  i 
20,000  copies  for  the  supply  of  the  people  in '  church  fw  the  separate  use  of  the  sla 
Ambovna,  &c.  &c.  j  towards  which,  in  a  former  letter,  he  hac 

In  October  last,  Mr.  K.  visited  the  timated  his  wish  for  pecuniar}'  assists 
island  of  Nusalout,  where  he  fo«ind  seven  |  from  the  Missionary  Society :  *  but  n( 
Negeries  much  inclined  to  hear  the  Gospel. '  he  says,  *  I  think  I  shall  not  require  \ 
They  have  received  a  considerable  number  assistance;  for  the  verv*  same  people  ' 
of  written  sermons,  which  Mr.  Kam  has  sent  have  been  destroying  their  idols  and  t 
them,  and  which,  he  .says,  is  almost  the  only  |  devils*  houses,  are  about  to  cut  down  tinr 
spiritual  food  he  is  able  to  provide  for  them. '  in  the  forest  for  builcfing  this  place  of  v 
Thi  s  is  the  state  of  many  other  places  in  the  |  ship.*  Mr.  K.  has  sent  the  Directors 
Molucca  Islands  so  that  he  is  obliged  to  plan  of  it,  w  hich  is  very  respectable, 
employ  two  persons  at  his  own  house  to|  The  Directors,  taking  into  coosidera 
transcribe  his  sermons  for  their  use,  one  in '  the  extreme  labours  of  Mr.  Kam,  in  pres 
the  Malay  tongue,  and  one  in  the  Dutch,  ing,  writing,  and  travelling,  in  a  coui 
This  method  (iod  has  been  pleased  g^reatly ;  where  the  thermometer  is  usually  abou 
bU  iR,  fyr  Mr,  fy,  foiyad  in  several  places,  ’  degrees,  and  lliat  he  has  no  brother  to  a 
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him,  have  determiiled  as  soon  as  possible  to 
send  out  to  Amboyna  three  missionaries, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  a  printer.  A  press  is 
already  sent  out.  And,  in  addition  to  the 
5000  Malay  tracts  already  printed,  they 
have  resolved  to  throw  olf  10,000  more  im- 
pressions,  half  of  them  in  the  Roman  charac¬ 


ter,  which  is  that  generally  used  by  the 
rhristianited  Malays,  and  the  other  half  in 
the  Arabic  character,  which  is  better  under¬ 
stood  by  the  heathen  and  Mahometans. 
They  also  intend  to  print  10,000  of  the  tract 
called  ‘  Sixteen  Short  Sermons  by  a  Clergy, 
man,’  when  translated  into  the  Malay. 


GREENWICH  CENT  SOCIETY, 

[Communicated.^ 


ON  the  14tli  of  April,  1817,  a  number  of 
ladies  who  worship  in  tlie  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  at  Greenwich,  New’- York,  con¬ 
vened  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi¬ 
deration  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  Cent 
Society,  for  the  support  of  the  Theological 
College  of  tlie  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan,  and  Uie  object  of  the 
meeting  having  been  briefly  stated  by  him, 
it  was  resolved  unanimously,  “  That  it  is 
expedient  to  form  such  society  in  this  con¬ 
gregation.” 

After  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  the 
following  persons  were  elected  officers  of 
the  Society  for  the  current  year,  viz.  Miss 
Hannah  Exeun,  First  Directress;  Mrs. 
Margaret  Row^an,  Mrs.  Catherine  Beakly, 
and  Mrs.  Phoebe  Burrill,  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tresses  ;  Miss  Phoebe  Ann  Burrill,  Secre- 
tar}',  and  Miss  Judith  Labagh,  Treasurer. 
Other  Managers,  Mrs.  Helen  Labagh,  j 


Mrs.  Ann  Wliitteraore,  Mrs.  H.  Blanch, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Torrey,  Mis.  Jemima 
Mabie,  Mrs.  Harriet  Bayard,  Mrs.  Ke- 
zia  Murden,  Mrs.  Levina  Garretson,  Miss 
Rachel  Wendover,  Miss  Jane  Whittemore, 
Miss  Jane  Clugston,  and  Miss  Ann  Frazier. 

This  Society  has  collected,  since  its  or¬ 
ganization,  153  dols.  75  cents,  and  [>aid  into 
the  hands  of  G.  B.  V'room,  Esq.  Special 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  111  dols. 
In  the  sentiments  expressed  by  him,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Treasurer,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  last  mentioned  sum,  I  readily 
concur  : — **  By  such  proceedings  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Synod  of  our  Church  will  l)e  much  ani¬ 
mated  in  the  performance  of  their  duties ; 
and  no  doubt  remains  on  my  mind,  but  that, 
if  your  example  were  generally  followed, 
our  Church  would  .soon  be  able  to  place  its 
seminary  on  a  footing  of  respectability, 
I  which,  with  a  divine  blessing,  would  in¬ 
sure  its  future  extended  usefulness.”  B. 


Zo  Corre^ponhent^. 

A.  will  be  inserted  with  a  little  alteration. 

B.  w  ill  accept  our  thanks,  though  we  think  it  inexpedient  at  present  to  give 
a  place  in  our  pages  to  the  letter  which  he  has  sent  us. 

We  intend  that  T’s  poetry  shall  appear  in  a  future  number. 

^  A  Constant  Reader,’  will  find  in  our  next  number,  the  article  he  has  re* 
ciuested  from  u?. 


